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Today’s theme is the Mouth of Christ; in an effort to bring you into Jesus’ words I am deliberately using many Scriptures containing Jesus’ words in service this morning. My references will be read from the New Living Translation: they are very easy to understand and don’t need extra explanation or immediate interpretation. 

Call to Worship: These are the words of Jesus… Matthew 11:28-30 (NLT)
Prayer of confession: Today is a reflection on 2 scriptures: 1 John 1:8-10 Says

 8 If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth. 9 But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we are calling God a liar and showing that his word has no place in our hearts.

Jesus says in Matthew 6:14-15 (New Living Translation)

 14 “If you forgive those who sin against you, your heavenly Father will forgive you. 15 But if you refuse to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins.

Let us pray: God search our hearts for those we need to forgive, regardless of how they have treated us and whether or not they have made amends, you call us to forgive. Search our hearts for all of those things we have done that we struggle to forgive ourselves of and help us to forgive ourselves. Set us free from the lies that we believe. Finally, Lord forgive our sins toward you, those that we are very aware of and those that are hidden. Please forgive us, forgive our disbelief and all our sin. Make us new.

 Thank you, Father for giving us Jesus. Thank you, Jesus for being our friend and teacher, our Lord and saviour. Thank you, for forgiving us our sins and freeing us to experience your presence and allowing us to come and follow you.
Assurance of Pardon, taken from Romans 10:9-11 (New Living Translation)
9 If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by confessing with your mouth that you are saved. 11 As the Scriptures tell us, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be disgraced.” 

If we confess with our mouth and believe in our hearts who Jesus was and we trust in him, we will be forgiven. It is by Grace that we have been saved, through faith. 

Sermon:  Today we are continuing the Body of Christ Series: As I mentioned; I will be sharing with you, the theme, the Mouth of Christ. The Mouth is a glorious creation, we do so much with our mouths: with so many necessary functions: we eat and drink, we breathe, we show affection and we communicate we know our mouths are very important. The mouth is also very versatile we also use it for all kinds of random things: the licking of envelopes, opening of packages when no scissors can be found or my favorite the holding of items when hands are occupied (fixing a light fixture comes to mind) just to name a few. 

Today in reflection of Jesus’ mouth, we will focus on Jesus’ words: his message and teachings found in the gospels.

Let me begin by saying NO ONES WORDS in history have shaped us like the Words of Jesus.  Here are some other famous quotes.  Let’s see if you can name who said these quotes:

1. I skate where the puck is going to be, not where it has been. 

Wayne Gretzky

2. The way to get started is to quit talking and begin doing. 
Walt Disney
3. Imagination is more important than knowledge. 

Albert Einstein

4. If music be the food of love, play on. 

Shakespeare

5. The life which is unexamined is not worth living. 

Socrates

6. Live as if you were to die tomorrow. Learn as if you were to live forever. 

M. K. Gandhi

All though inspiring, they all fail in comparison to Jesus’ words. They should fail because these quotes are human wisdom. We believe Jesus’ words are God’s words. We need to remember that and give Jesus’ words reverence and respect. 

 As we go on today that needs to be the foundation for this message: these are God’s words. So important and crucial the Gospel writer John reveals to us that Jesus himself is the WORD. Jesus Himself is God’s word to the world. 

John 1:1-4

 1 In the beginning the Word already existed.
      The Word was with God,
      and the Word was God.
 2 He existed in the beginning with God.
 3 God created everything through him,
      and nothing was created except through him.
 4 The Word gave life to everything that was created, 
      and his life brought light to everyone.
The original Greek word for word is “Logos”, where we get logo, which means an image that represents. So Jesus Himself is the Word of God, God’s message to us.  Jesus spoke and shared powerful words for us to believe, understand and obey.

This morning we will explore a few examples of how powerful Jesus’ words are and reflect on how we need to respond to Jesus the Word of God. Jesus spoke to words to teach, rebuke, heal, work wonders and give promises all to give God glory and draw us to God.

A question: What did people call Jesus as he travelled around ministering? What was his profession? Rabbi: meaning Teacher. The people who followed Him were his Disciples: meaning: Students.  Keep that in mind. 

Jesus clearly believed there is extreme value in teaching to encourage people to understand and choose to follow him. There are whole chapters recorded in the gospels of Jesus’ teachings: The words of Jesus recorded in Matthew Ch 5-7 is called the Sermon on the Mount it is about 2500 hundred words and is full of rich teaching. Talk about a loaded church service; Jesus taught with conviction, passion and purpose on all matters of faith, life, hope and destiny, in this life and the next.  Here is a short portion of that taken from Matthew 6:19-25a
 19 “Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys them, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 Store your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal. 21 Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be. 

 22 “Your eye is a lamp that provides light for your body. When your eye is good, your whole body is filled with light. 23 But when your eye is bad, your whole body is filled with darkness. And if the light you think you have is actually darkness, how deep that darkness is! 

 24 “No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other; you will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money. 

 25 “That is why I tell you not to worry about everyday life…

As Jesus continues on he talks about God’s provision. We could spend hours digging into the depth of His teaching I just read. I believe if we listened to it completely gave it all the respect we could, it would transform us. We know Jesus teaches us philosophy and theology but also he teaches on everyday issues. Jesus understood peoples need to know why they should believe but also how they should follow Him. Jesus also connected how intricately linked what we believe and how we live have to be. All of Jesus teachings reflect not only head knowledge but heart knowledge and hand knowledge. His teachings effect, how we think, how we feel and how we act.
Jesus was an excellent teacher who also taught by asking Questions. By this he revealed Himself to his students. Look at this passage.
Luke 9:18-20

18 One day Jesus left the crowds to pray alone. Only his disciples were with him, and he asked them, “Who do people say I am?” 

 19 “Well,” they replied, “some say John the Baptist, some say Elijah, and others say you are one of the other ancient prophets risen from the dead.” 

 20 Then he asked them, “But who do you say I am?” 

   Peter replied, “You are the Messiah[a] sent from God!”
He also used questions to rebuke and discipline his students when they were missing the point.
Mark 8:16-21 (New Living Translation)

 16 At this they began to argue with each other because they hadn’t brought any bread. 17 Jesus knew what they were saying, so he said, “Why are you arguing about having no bread? Don’t you know or understand even yet? Are your hearts too hard to take it in? 18 ‘You have eyes—can’t you see? You have ears—can’t you hear?’[a] Don’t you remember anything at all? 19 When I fed the 5,000 with five loaves of bread, how many baskets of leftovers did you pick up afterward?” 

   “Twelve,” they said. 

 20 “And when I fed the 4,000 with seven loaves, how many large baskets of leftovers did you pick up?” 

   “Seven,” they said. 

 21 “Don’t you understand yet?” he asked them. 

Do we understand?  Do any parents here relate to this story? I know I do, linking it to trying to get my kids to understand that they can trust Mommy and Daddy in things they don’t understand. Jesus does this with us, in our worries, doubts and fears. Jesus is constantly revealing Himself to us and challenging us to trust Him with questions to help get us back on track.
Jesus also spoke and healings and miracles occurred: In Luke 5:12-13, Jesus Heals a Man with Leprosy, the Bible says:
 12 In one of the villages, Jesus met a man with an advanced case of leprosy. When the man saw Jesus, he bowed with his face to the ground, begging to be healed. “Lord,” he said, “if you are willing, you can heal me and make me clean.” 

 13 Jesus reached out and touched him. “I am willing,” he said. “Be healed!” And instantly the leprosy disappeared.

Then shortly after that he spoke again not to people but to nature. Recorded in Luke 8:24-25 (New Living Translation) the bible says:
 24 The disciples went and woke him up, shouting, “Master, Master, we’re going to drown!” 

   When Jesus woke up, he rebuked the wind and the raging waves. Suddenly the storm stopped and all was calm. 25 Then he asked them, “Where is your faith?” 

   The disciples were terrified and amazed. “Who is this man?” they asked each other. “When he gives a command, even the wind and waves obey him!”

In all of Jesus’ power to heal and to rebuke storms he did it by His words. Jesus teaches us time and again that he can handle it and bring us through if we just believe in Him. Note Jesus again rebukes His disciples and also that the disciples still struggle to fully grasp who Jesus was.
Finally Jesus spoke and made great promises. Jesus offered us life to the full John 10:10, he called us to have rest like we read in the call to worship, he said that our joy may be complete John 15:11 and he came to give us eternal life John 3:15-16. 

Complete Joy, Life to the full, rest and eternal life. Do we experience these? I would say at best I have seen glimpses when I risk it and believe God and step out in faith. 

To believe these promises Jesus offers is to begin a relentless, passionate, life changing journey seeking after God. These promises are the bi-product of belonging to and following Jesus with all that you are. Life to the full, complete joy, peace, rest and eternal life are the outcome of that relationship.  The words Jesus spoke so often: come and follow me ring loud in our ears. 
It is important to understand these promises are not spiritual transactions. Faith in Jesus doesn’t work like our most of culture works now: We don’t come to church and give our praise and receive some favor or blessing from God and then leave and get on with our lives. No Jesus constantly said: come and follow me… It is a come and follow me life that Jesus asks us to have, it is in the come and follow me life we learn from our teacher, his promises come true, we see miracles happen and we are changed.  Jesus says: COME AND FOLLOW ME

This is a loaded statement: Come and follow me… means we stop arguing over bread or worrying about everyday life. It means we change the way we are living, the way we see things, it means we change what we do with our time, how we spend our money. It changes our attitudes, changes our priorities, changes our goals, come and follow me changes our hearts and changes our minds.

Yet we still find ourselves lost and distracted following our culture, our pride and in our sinful nature. One of our biggest sins as Christians is that we frame what Jesus says, HIS VERY WORDS to fit in our worldview, to help us… to make us feel better… instead of us conforming to God’s will. 

The more you hear Jesus’ words the more it becomes clear: you realize we are to come and follow Him, he does not come and help us. We resist abandoning ourselves to God and following Jesus completely because it cost too much. 

Sometimes I think we are those of little faith, who need to be rebuked and disciplined, are we willing to admit that and humble ourselves.

Towards the end of his ministry, leading to the cross Jesus became more and more clear… this message is for us as well. 
In Matthew 16:24-26a
24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it. 26 What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul?  

Have we lost our lives for fear of losing them? Have we tried to keep ourselves safe, and in doing so given up everything God has promised? Do even come close to denying ourselves, taking up our cross and following Jesus…?

The more I look at Jesus the more I am amazed by God, his love and grace and the more I am ashamed that I still trust and obey so little… That I am only willing to go so far as it keeps everyone happy and doesn’t make me too anxious or embarrassed.  Yet, God still forgives us in his glorious grace, how great is He? How foolish are we? 

Jesus is the living WORD, His words provided: countless teachings, miracles and promises. He did it all to give God glory, to show us God’s character and draw us closer to Him. I don’t think Jesus could have done more and still have made faith about faith.
The Words of Jesus that came from His mouth were spoken deliberately and out of the very heart of God.  Jesus’ words were unified with His actions and bring freedom to God’s Children and bring Glory to God, the only one worth glorifying.  As we get closer to Easter this becomes abundantly clear in Jesus sacrifice.

This is no easy message: But if we were to try to take all that Jesus said and narrow it down to one sentence to help us live in God’s will, I believe it would be: Jesus words “come and follow me”.
Let me sum it up this way: If you follow Jesus, you commit to being His disciple. First of all you are in a real relationship with Jesus; He is your Lord and teacher, you are subject to him and his student. You are fallible but completely dedicated putting down your plans, preoccupations and will to follow Jesus and His way. You will need to be rebuked and accept the rebukes and learn from your mistakes just like all the other disciples. In turn you will hear and experience more of the wonderful things God is doing, you would know God’s will and experience His Peace, Joy, and Life to the full, Rest and Love for all eternity. That is what the Words of Jesus, coming from His mouth call us to do.

Prayer: God, you continue to be bigger, more loving, more powerful and more gracious than I can fathom. From all of the words of Jesus and Jesus himself your Word we are truly humbled. By the great teaching, the powerful healing and miracles, to the promises God has for those who listen. 

We are sorry for our lack of faith and we long for you. Thank you for your presence and Jesus our saviour and the mystery that you live in us by your Holy Spirit. Amen

Benediction: Go today with a renewed passion for being a disciple, eat, sleep and drink God’s word for you, through the words of Jesus and life of Jesus. Remember if we were to do one thing whole heartedly that would lead to everything else changing it is this. Answer Jesus’ invitation to "Come and Follow Him". 

Amen. 
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