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The Bible Boot Camp class of 2009,  already know that the book of Hosea is found in the Old Testament.  It is only 13 chapters in length.  It is the first of the 12 Minor Prophets.  From Hosea to Malachi, they are called minor prophets.  Do you know why that is?  It is not because they are of any less value or authority than Isaiah or Jeremiah, but simply because they are shorter in length.   Today I just want to share with you, some of the very basic learning we get from Hosea.  I am not trying to enlighten you in any startling way. I simply want to offer some things for your consideration and some information to get you thinking. 


The book of Hosea is a love story.  It includes love, tragedy, betrayal, reconciliation.  It is a book about a man, Hosea, and a woman, his wife, Gomer.  But more than that, it is a message about God's love for his people.  It is a demonstration for us, of God's faithfulness.  It is a demonstration of God's steadfast commitment. 


Gomer, not an attractive name, is the object of Hosea's affection, Gomer, was unfaithful.  There are all sorts of twists and turns in the relationship.  Hosea goes after his unfaithful wife, longing to bring her back.   Hosea and Gomer are a metaphor for God and His people.  In their relationship, we can  see something of God's love, judgment, grace, and mercy, all interwoven in the fabric of his relationship with his people.   God pursues Israel with his love.  His love is tender, loyal, unchanging, and undying.  No matter what, God still loves Israel.   We see that God can become hurt, and even angry.  From the book of Hosea, it seems clear that there are consequences for sin.  But ultimately,  even in the midst of Israel's  immorality, God is merciful and offers hope.  God's love for his people is infinite.  God's love for his people never gives up.   Gomer did not fully comprehend Hosea's love for her.  Israel, did not understand God's love for them as a nation.  In so many ways, Israel was ignorant of God.  Israel did not understand God.  Israel had no desire to please God.  And yes, we can substitute the name Gomer for Israel and the name Hosea for God.



Again, as we learned in Boot Camp, a good commentary and a Bible dictionary are essential companions when trying to understand the Bible.  When I first read the book of Hosea, I thought that Ephraim was Hosea’s son.  In fact, Ephraim was the largest tribe in Israel and sometimes Ephraim and Israel are used interchangeably.  Without the use of Biblical tools, I would not have known that the name Hosea means salvation.


I also learned that Hosea prophesied during the reign of 7 kings.  After the death of king Solomon the nation of Israel was divided.  King Jeroboam did not want to lose power.  He knew that he would if the people went back to Jerusalem to worship God.  And so Jeroboam gave the people a new god, a Golden Calf to worship.  His agenda was clear...and it was all about him.  He intended to keep his power at any cost.  


The next King, Jehu took what Jeroboam did and made it worse.  He was all about his own self interests.  He relied strictly upon himself.   There was little room for, and even less need for God....or so he thought.


During the prophetic time of Hosea, false concepts of God were in no short supply.  God is depicted as husband, father, lion, leopard, dew, rain, moth, and other things.  It was a struggle for god to persist in helping the people to understand all that He was.


Gomer did not fully comprehend Hosea's love for her.  Israel did not fully comprehend God's love for the nation.  A child does not fully comprehend their parent's love for them.  Do you fully comprehend God's love for you?


This spiritual journey that we are on is a life long adventure.  We need to ask ourselves from time to time, some of the questions that come from a careful reading of Hosea- What are the false gods in our lives?

How important is our own personal agenda and how caught up in that are we, compared to God's will for our lives?  What is the sin in our lives?  What are the things that we are prepared to move away from God for? 

Do we know, that indeed, we can be forgiven- that all that is on God's heart is to bring us back, to welcome us home, and to call us his own?

God's grace and peace to you this day and all the days of your life.

Amen
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