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How many of you have read the Book of Kings?  Have you heard of King David?  King Solomon?   Elijah?  The Book of 1 Kings is primarily about these three characters, David's death, Solomon's reign, and Elijah's ministry. Again, I encourage you to read 1st and 2nd Kings and follow this exciting time in history along.  Reflect upon God and His people and how they ebb and flow in their adoration and obedience to God.  


Elijah's role in this story happens between chapters 17 and 22 but it is best to read it in context.  Today we are going to focus on Elijah.  Sometimes we say and do things in worship without understanding very much  about them. 


 We   sing a song called Days of Elijah but some of us may not know much about Elijah.   The song says, “These are the days of Elijah, declaring the word of the Lord.  It also refers to Moses, Ezekiel and David.  It refers to the rebuilding of Solomon's great temple.  The song is about God's good word, surviving the tough times, enduring great trial.  The song is an encouragement to stand strong in the word and way of God, even through the tough times.  Again and again as the chorus repeats, it declares the victory of God.  That ultimately, God will triumph over all.  Zion's hill is also referred to a number of times in the song.   Zion is used in a number of ways.  It is used to mean the land of Israel, sometimes the great temple in Jerusalem, sometimes the capital city of Jerusalem, and sometimes Mt. Zion near Jerusalem.  In any case, think of it as a place of God.  The song says that out of Zion's hill salvation comes.  Salvation happened on Mt. Carmel.  Elijah was told by God to go to Horeb, the mount of God.  That is where he fond the cave and it was while he was on this mountain that he heard God speak.    Where God's word is heard and brings victory, it can be a form of Zion.   


I hope today is helpful for you in learning about this prophet Elijah, and what this passage from God's word has to do with us, so many years later. 


 Solomon ascended the throne to be King in 970 B.C, David, just stepping down, charged him to obey God's laws and to walk in his ways.  Solomon does this and when given the choice of gifts from God, he humbly asks for wisdom.  Solomon's reign began with great success.  The incredible temple was completed in 959.  But eventually Solomon's heart turns away from the Lord to the false gods of the day. 


Rehoboam, the son of Solomon became the King who succeeded Solomon and has the opportunity to become a wise, compassionate and just king.   He also has the opportunity to follow the word of God.   Instead he accepts the poor advice of his young friends and attempts to rule with an iron hand, but the people rebel and in 930 BC, the kingdom splits – 10 tribes in the north and 2 in the south.  Both kingdoms were ruled by corrupt and idolatrous kings.   False gods were everywhere!   Into this scenario comes one of the greatest prophets of all times. 


Elijah arrives on the scene in 875 BC and he   lives out the truth and power of Romans...'if God is on our side, no one can stand against us.'



Elijah's responsibility was to confront and correct any deviation from God's law.  Elijah was a bolt of judgment against Israel.  His messages and miracles were a warning to the evil and rebellious kings and people.  Elijah's work was cut out for him, given that false gods were being worshiped everywhere.


Each king that ruled had 3 things in common:  They all had God's Word;   they all had a priest or prophet; and they all had the lessons of the past to draw them back to God.  All the people of Israel had the same three resources.  


Things got to a head in 874 BC when the conflict between Elijah and the wicked Ahab and his wife Jezebel begins.



Influenced by Jezebel, Ahab promoted the worship of Baal.  It has been said that for most of the kings, having a prophet in the neighbourhood was like having ants at a picnic.  But for Ahab and his wife Jezebel, having Elijah as their prophet was like living with a swarm of angry bees.  Elijah loved God and would go to any lengths to defend and honour God.  He was short on tolerance of the worship of any false gods. 


There are two events I want to share with you regarding the prophet Elijah and King Ahab.  In chapter 18 we have an antiquated version of the gunfight at high noon on the streets of Dodge.  Elijah called Ahab out for forsaking the commandments of the Lord and succumbing to his foreign wife's demands to worship false gods and their false prophets.  A showdown was eminent.


So Ahab accepted Elijah's challenge and assembled the 400 false prophets of Baal at Mount Carmel.  Elijah addressed them.  Who's god or gods was the most powerful was about to be decided.  A bull was given to both teams.  The goal of each team was to set the slaughtered animal on fire over a woodpile.  The Baals went first.  They tried everything known to man, but still their gods could not ignite the fire pit.  They were utterly beside themselves.  It was now Elijah's turn.


Elijah prepared the firewood, the slaughtered beast and then, just to make things even more difficult, he poured water over all of this, not once but 3 times.  Everything was ready.  Elijah prayed to God for this heap to be consumed.  The fire of the Lord ignited and came upon it and even licked up the water that filled the trenches.  When all of the people saw this, they fell on their faces and acknowledged the Lord.  Elijah ordered the false prophets of Baal to be killed.


Elijah knew that Ahab would go back to report what had happened to his wife Jezebel and that she would be anything but happy.  He was right.  Elijah ran off to hide in a cave.  Elijah took comfort in the signs that God was with him and would be with him through this attempt at revenge.      Through crashing rocks, and rushing wind and even after the earthquake and fire, Elijah did not hear the Lord.  But it was in the silence which followed, the sheer silence, it was then that Elijah heard the voice of God.  It was on this day, in that place that Elijah heard God commission him to go and pass the torch to Elisha as the next prophet.  


There are no doubt all sorts of things we can learn from this passage in 1 Kings but as I consider the life and ministry of Elijah, these 3 things  pop out at me.  


False gods have always been and likely will always be available temptations.  What are some possible objects of our attention and energy and devotion today?  We need to evaluate our priorities and how we are living that out in our lives.  When it comes to being role models for our children, what do they see in our lives as being priority?  Where is God on that list?


Sheer silence!  Not in the roar of the earthquake.  Not in the dramatic visual effects of the fire, but in the sheer silence....that is where Elijah heard the voice of God.  That is where Elijah learned once again, that God was with him and what it was that was God's will for his life.  Where are you searching, that you might hear God's word for you?  How much time of silence do you even have in your life?  Do you seek it out?


Finally, when Elijah went to confront Ahab, and when he ran from the wrath of Jezebel, all he knew was that he loved God and that God loved him and was with him.  He had no idea if there was another soul who was like him, turning away from false gods and worshiping the one true lord.  Elijah was not depending upon the support of peers in order to do what he felt called to do.  As far as he knew it was just he and god against Ahab, Jezebel, all the false prophets and all the people who worshiped them.  And for Elijah, he and God were enough.

False gods silence, and God on his side...these are three of the points for your consideration from the life of the prophet Elijah.

The song says, these are the days of Elijah.  Are they?  Are these days of trial and tribulation?  Are these days when righteousness needs to be restored?  Are these days of famine and darkness and sword?  If so, who is going to speak the word of the Lord?  Who is going to prepare the way of the Lord?  Who is going to lift their voice, proclaiming that our God is a God who comes to restore, and love, and save?

If not you, then who? 
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