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Family    ...can't live with 'em.....   


Like so many other things, they come in all shapes and sizes these days.  Some are huge and their reunions take up floors of hotels and acres of camping space while others could be held in a small bathroom.  Some are close, others distant.  Some get into deep conversations, others shallow.  Some are antagonistic, others supportive. But undoubtedly, the influence they have on our lives personally, and down through the generations is profound.


Families amaze and intrigue me.  There are some, who for a reason totally unknown by me, are willing to parade their full blown dysfunction onto the Dr. Phil show for the world to see -  Brothers who have utter disgust for each other, sisters, parents, children, in laws, who cannot stand the sight of one another.  Why do people do that?  If families are sincere about it, there are lots of ways to get help without parading it all before the world on national TV.


There are other families that appear to have it all together.  Their children are attractive and intelligent and superb athletes and musicians.  The family income is great and their home and  car by,  material standards, all shout success.


Then there are lots of others, somewhere between those two extremes.


If I were to ask you about your family, who would you think of?  Would it be your parents, you and your children, you and your spouse, a combination thereof?  Who is your family?  How would you say they are doing?  What are the things in your family that you want to cheer about?  What are the things you want to change?  Are there things that make your heart soar and are there things that weigh heavy?


Outside of your biological family, who else do you include in that term?  Some people include their friends at the lake.  Some include their neighbourhood or their baseball team, or dear friends from way back.



Whoever it is that you consider family, I want to share with you today some of the qualities that should be part of that relationship when it is functioning at its best.  


Ephesians 4 talks about the fact that God has called everyone of us.  God invites us into relationship.  He invites us to find ways to express and communicate His love.   Listen to the qualities that are referred to in Ephesians 4 - humility, gentleness, patience?  Do you have some of these?  Do you act out of love and do you try to bring peace to difficult circumstances?  In the context of relationships, how do you reflect the attributes that we usually describe as Christian? 


  Do you understand what grace is?  Someone shows up late, and you don't get annoyed with them.  Someone says they will help you all day Friday, but they show up late and they have to leave early and you don't chastise them.  Anytime anyone comes through less than perfect with you and you willingly forgive them and love them, you offer grace. Grace is a gift from God. Do others experience God's grace through you?


Do you know the song, “Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say rejoice!”?  It comes from Philippians 4: verse 4.  The qualities extolled in this passage include gentleness, truth, honor, justice, purity, excellence.   When we live with these qualities shining in our own lives, they bring blessings of peace and unity and the things of God, into the lives of those around us.  Often times our family, whoever we consider our family to be, are the ones to be blessed by this.


Finally from Colossians, some direction as to how to live in community - consider words like compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, patience.   Do you experience these things at work, in organizations to which you belong, in the neighbourhood?   How many of these words, would those who know you best, use to describe you?  


Colossians also encourages us to hang in there with others.  Don't give up, and for Pete's sake, forgive one another.  OK I’m paraphrasing there, but that is the general jist of it.


Colossians goes on to say, “Above all....above all....clothe yourselves with love which binds everything together in perfect harmony.”  Clothe yourself with love.  Think about what that might mean in your life, as it relates to those you meet at work, those who live in your neighbourhood, those  you sit with in church, those you share an evening meal with, those with whom you gather around the Christmas tree.  Is this how you might describe yourself?  Clothed in love.  Would they?


Colossians goes on with some specific advice for families.  The apostle Paul, considered to be the author, encourages wives to be subject to their husbands and husbands to love their wives and to treat them well.  Children are called to obey their parents.  Parents are called to treat their children kindly.  Whatever task we are called to do, we are to give it our best.


It sounds lovely.  What a wonderful way to live.  Who wouldn't want to live in that world?


Some would say, “it can't happen”.  It could never exist, people behaving so lovingly, compassionately, kindly, honestly, mercifully all the time.  Probably not!  But what a loss not to try!  What a shame not to even aspire to such heights.  These are the kinds of things and the kinds of ways Christians should stand out in this world.  These are the ways God's name needs to be known.  


In terms of the environment and all we hear about being environmentally friendly and eco-friendly, and this metaphor of ‘footprint”, I want to ask you today, “What kind of mark do you want to leave on this world and the people in your life?”  How are you making that hope become a reality?  It doesn't have to be some huge, grandiose thing, but it has to be something.  A good friend of mine is a wonderful example for me and a very positive influence on my life.  No matter where we go, he treats everyone who's path we cross with respect, dignity and sincere appreciation, whether that person is a ticket taker, a server in a restaurant, the lady at the drive thru at Tim Horton's, or the president of a major company.  He reflects the goodness mentioned in Ephesians, Philippians’, and Colossians into the lives of everyone he meets.  He inspires me to make more of an effort to reflect God's love into the lives of others.


I want to close today with a few words by Katrina Crosby

Small Gestures

Thank you God for small gestures; 

 for an acorn squash left on the doorstep,

 for an unexpected card in the mail,

 for encouraging email, 

for cats that  sneak in with a smug look,

 for music that touches the soul, 

for cups of tea, 

for ladybirds on the windowsill, 

for wind chimes.

Thank you God that when life gets overwhelming,

 you send kindness through friend, stranger and nature;

  that when life feels like its swirling out of control,

 you have us held in the palm of your hand.

God bless you on your journey, that you might bring blessing to others on their journey.  Amen

