
	[image: image1.jpg][_‘I\HIT\Y

RESBY TERIAN
H URCH







	
	“Jesus Wept”
A Sermon by

Rev. Shaun Seaman
Date: February 8th, 2009



I am always intrigued at how various people handle tears.  Some are completely comfortable with crying; others flee the scene and hide in private until they can control this emotional expression.  Some people cry easily and often, some can't remember the last time they cried.  Where are you in all of this?


The shortest book in the Bible is, “Jesus wept”, and it is found in John 11:35.  Some people would rather that verse was not in the Bible.  They are not entirely comfortable with the notion of Jesus crying.  But he did.  He cried when his friend Lazarus died.  He cried because the Jews, his own people did not recognize him as the Son of God.  He cried in the Garden of Gethsemane when the inevitable conclusion was so apparent.    There are probably lots of other times, that we don't know about, unrecorded, when Jesus cried.  But this we know for sure, Jesus wept.


The presence of tears, indicate deep emotion and strong feelings.  For Jesus, it was most often  in regard to children and 'little ones'-  those less fortunate, those we call marginalized, ignored, left out, the 'have nots'.  In Mark 9 he says, “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to stumble, it would be better for them if a millstone were hung around their neck and were thrown into the sea.”  Jesus spoke these words with a depth of feeling and emotion unequaled almost anywhere in his teachings.  The Jesus of mercy and forgiveness suddenly was making it clear to all who would listen, that hindering in any way,  the progress of those of less abilities, or power, was a grave mistake indeed.  Jesus did not curb his tongue when castigating those who took unfair advantage of or practiced outright abuse against the “little ones” of the world.    His greatest anger, his darkest emotions, and his bitterest tears were reserved for those who took advantage of  others.


Last year I provided pastoral care to a man who was not part of this congregation.  He was the father of a dear friend and he was dying.  Although I had previously barely known him, he and I established a wonderful connection and I loved my time with him although many days it was difficult.   In his confined reality and aware of his impending death, he would often become emotional and he would cry when I would read Scripture to him and pray for him, and remind him of God's love for him..  Whenever this occurred while his wife happened to be with us, she would immediately become annoyed and tell him to stop crying, 'that won't help one little bit.”    I think a lot of people in the health care profession would tell us otherwise, that in fact, tears can be the life-blood of health and joy and strength.  Allowing ourselves to release our tears, facilitates the release of all sorts of hormones, and pent up stress and anxiety.  Tears can be healing.  Three of the four gospels indicate that Jesus wept.  But it is curious what we do with this notion of tears and what we like to impose on Jesus and others.


One of our Christmas Carols, Once in Royal David's City, in verse 4, the one most often cut says:  for he is our childhood's pattern, Day by Day like us he grew; he was little, weak and helpless, Tears and smiles like us he knew.  And he feeleth for our sadness, And he shareth in our gladness.”  Jesus Christ, truly human, truly divine.  Jesus wept.  Yet we get mixed messages.  Another Christmas Carol indicates that the little Lord Jesus, 'no crying He makes”.  Ah, that's better....no crying...complete peace and comfort....now that is the kind of Jesus we want.


The image of an emotional Jesus, contrasted dramatically with the prevailing Roman ideals of tearlessness and stoicism.  The Romans used Jesus' 'cry baby behavior on the cross as evidence that he could not be the Son of God.  They used the images of his disciple Peter who 'wept bitterly' over his denial of his master, as proof that Christians were weak and not to be trusted.  Real tears come from deep pain and sadness.  What do we do about this notion of tears, as a Christian experience?


Listen to the magnificent Eugene Peterson, the writer of The Message among many other things.  “Tears are a biological gift of God.  They are a physical means for expressing emotional and spiritual experience.  But it is hard to know what to do with them.  If we indulge our tears, we cultivate self-pity.  If we suppress our tears, we lose touch with our feelings.  But if we pray our tears, we enter into sadness that integrates our sorrows with our Lord's sorrows and discover both the source of and the relief from our sadness.'


The writer, theologian, Presbyterian minister Frederick Buechner tells the story of William Booth  and the sleepless night that changed his life forever.  Do you know who William Booth is?  Unable to get to sleep, rather than toss and turn all night long, he left his comfortable bed in his comfortable London home and went out for a walk through the night.  Unexpectedly, he journeyed into the poorest sections of London.  He had never been there before.  He spent the night seeing sights and smelling odors he had never before experienced.  He arrived home in the early hours of morning and told his wife he had been to hell.”  He shared his late night experience with his wife Katherine and together they founded the Salvation Army.


Leonard Sweet writes, “Whenever you find tears in your eyes, especially unexpected tears, you would do well to pay the closest attention.  They are not only telling you something about the secret of who you are, but more often than not, God is speaking to you through them of the mystery of where you have come from and is summoning you to where, if your soul is to be saved, you should go next.”


On a global level, there is much in this world that should bring tears to our eyes-  Crimes against humanity that are happening every minute of every day, in every country around the world, horrific atrocities that are being done to men and women, boys and girls.  We should find tears in our eyes because of that, and because of our apparent acceptance of it.  The assault on our environment and the devastating consequences of it, to us and to future generations....what we have done and continue to do to the beauty and wonder of God's creation...that  should cause us to find tears in our eyes.  On a personal level, the losses we have suffered, the pain we have endured, the pain we have caused others, the disappointment we have experienced...that should cause us to find tears in our eyes.  All that God has created us to be, all the opportunities we have been given, all the doors that have been opened for us, and how we have responded...that should cause us to find tears in our eyes.


If you live as a Christian, be prepared to suffer.  If you are a person who lives with integrity, be prepared to suffer.  When you live with honesty and justice, you will suffer.    It is not easy to be a Christian.  It is not easy to live for God.  Thomas John Carlisle writes   - “The word of God cam, and he went in the other direction.  God said, “Cry tears of compassion, tears of repentance; cry against the reek of unrighteousness; cry for the right turn, the contrite spirit.  And Jonah rose, and fled, in tearless silence.”


Psalm 56:8 says, “You have kept count of my tossings; put my tears in your bottle.”  The bottle of tears refers to an ancient practice of collecting one's tears in a bottle.  The chapel on the Mount of Olives known as Dominus Flevit, is architecturally shaped like a tear bottle and is dedicated to Jesus weeping over Jerusalem, weeping over those who rejected Him and Gods' teachings through him.   Some have suggested that the woman who bathed Jesus' feet with her tears was pouring out her bottle of tears. 


God put Adam in charge of this world and all the beasts in it.  When you consider how we have done, taking care of God's creation, and God's children, doesn't it make you cry?  Don't you weep knowing that in 2009 in North America, the most developed continent in the world, many many children go to school and go to bed hungry,  while others dine on caviar and fine wine and a repulsive abundance of everything?  The chasm between the rich and the poor is not only huge in developing countries, it is everywhere, and we are a part of it.  When you hear the phrase, “the world has gone to hell in a hand basket”, it is not difficult for us to find lots of evidence of that.  Do you grieve over the morning news?  Fathers who use their pre-school sons and daughters for pornographic films, a mother who murders her daughter because her boyfriend and daughter don't get along, rich pharmaceutical companies who get disproportionately richer while millions who can't afford to buy their drugs die of illnesses, men and women who get so distraught by life, and so unattended by others that they turn a gun on their children and then upon themselves.  A Toronto strip club who's billboard reads, “50 Luscious Babes to Tease and Please You.  Open Good Friday”.   Do your eyes fill with tears when you look at how we have done with all that God has given us?


All tears come from the same place, that common place of suffering and love.  If we did not love, we would not suffer.  For our kids, for kids around the world, for our partners, our parents, our friends, and for faces for which we will never have names....our hearts go out, our souls  are touched, and the tears flow.  We suffer because we love...not only those we know, but all God's children.


Karin Bacon wrote this prayer:   “Teach us to pray our tears, O Lord.  Absolve us of self-righteous pity that our hearts might carry the burdens which bring tears to your eyes.  Help us to cry beyond our own needs.  Receive our tears and transform them into the cup of agape love Jesus poured out before all human kind in need of healing drink.'  

“For everything there is a season, a time to weep, and a time to laugh.”

May God bring blessing to you through your tears. 

Amen  

