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Would you consider yourself to be a leader or a follower?  Would you agree that sometimes in some circumstances you are a leader, and in others a follower? 


Some say that the best leader the world has ever seen is Jesus Christ.  Not only that, but he was the greatest leadership trainer.


In recent decades the church has learned much from the world of business when it comes to leadership in the church.   In a recent article by congregational life expert Gary McIntosh, he writes that, “good planning, (and I would add good leadership) is no more than an attempt to understand the will of 
God for our church and respond to it by our actions. …it is a spiritual activity that is an expression of our faith in God.”


Leaders in the church are first and foremost disciples of Jesus Christ.   Are you a leader in your church?   Are you a disciple of Jesus?  Discipleship and thereby Christian leadership can appear in a variety of ways, but has some core values which are basic Christian principles. Love for God and love for others,  living with grace, seeking justice and the well being of others, striving to see the hand of God in creation, including one another, forgiving, being people of hope….and so on.  


Someone once said that Christian leadership “looks like a sheep from the front and a shepherd from behind”.    A disciple follows Christ and His ways.  But a disciple also takes care of and looks after.


Jesus Christ was a leader, but also a trainer of leaders…a mentor, a discipler.


Remember how Jesus called his first disciples.  Remember how he asked for the submission of their resumes and CVs?  And then he interviewed some of the applicants and called others back for a second interview?   No, he simply went to them and said, clearly and directly, “Come, follow me.”  He invited them into a relationship and into an adventure.   Their response to his direct, simple, clear invitation was an enthusiastic response.  Their enthusiasm fueled their confidence and they stepped out, put their nets down and followed.  They followed confidently but incompetently.  They had no experience.  There was much they had to learn.  They were unsure, frightened, and uncertain.  But they heard the call and they responded.

Are you a disciple of Christ?  How clear and succinct and direct could you be, if someone were to ask you:

Why do you go to church?

Why do you believe?

What difference does Jesus make in your life?


As they dared to step out into the newness, as they entered into this lifestyle of change, Jesus encouraged them, “Do not be afraid.”


There are many many stories here in this room today that mirror Jesus call to His disciples.  I hope that you get to hear them.  I hope I get to hear more of them.  But this place abounds with stories of how God called to people here, and tentatively, cautiously, they responded.  They stepped forward, and they have traveled a journey they could never have imagined.  I hope you ask to hear each others’ stories.

I talked to a young boy recently who went to a summer camp.  Every counselor and staff person there was able to share their story about how they got connected to God.  This young boy told me story after story that he had heard from various staff during his week there about how they had become connected to God.  I know for a fact that hearing those stories impacted this young boy’s life.

What is your story?  How has God called you?  Share your stories with one another.

Christian leaders/disciples live with humility not arrogance.  They practice what is known as servant leadership.  Servant leaders have the trust and the respect of others who sense that they care for their welfare and development.  John F. Kennedy spoke those immortal words, “Ask not what your country can do for you, but rather what can you do for your country.”  Servant leaders have the humility and grace to ask, not, ‘What they can do for God, but what God can do through them.”     Grace reminds us that the kingdom is not earned from God, but rather it is given by God.

Another way that we are called to live our lives as servant leaders is by loving one another, spending time with one another, speaking and listening to one another, being present to one another.  These things are not optional in building strong community and in building God’s kingdom.  Jesus said to His disciples, “You are my friends.”  It is not a boss/servant relationship.  It is the sharing of a vision, a purpose, a life.


One of the most fundamental ways to show our leadership and that there is evidence that we take our discipleship seriously is to care for one another.  

I have told you that when I first came to this church and made a point of going around and visiting the members of this congregation, one of the questions I would ask is, “Who are your close friends in the congregation.”  Often the answer was “No one really.  Everyone is very nice and very friendly, but we don’t ever see anyone apart from Sunday mornings.  One person said, “Yes we have good friends in the congregation.”  When I asked, ”Who”, they said, “Oh, what are their names?  He has blond hair, she has dark hair and wears glasses.”


Disciples are called to be a strong, supportive community.  Knowing, and caring for one another, and always welcoming others to be part of that fellowship.  We need to know one another so that we can bring humility, and grace, and the heart of a servant to their lives.  Jesus turned the world upside down and this notion of servant leadership was part of that surprise.

With his first disciples, Jesus knew He cold not always be with them and He told them as much.  But He called them, He educated, trained, and equipped them.  He gave them friendship, education, experience and confidence.   He mentored them and equipped them to share the gospel, with their words and with their deeds.  He called them out of their comfort zone to a new way of living…a way that was of immeasurable worth.

But it was in baby steps:

I do     you watch

I do      you help

You do    I help

You do….I watch

The story of Mordecai and Esther in the Old Testament is one of mentor and disciple.    Under Mordecais’ leadership and discipling, Esther grew in wisdom and maturity.   Initially, Esther was heavily dependent on Mordecai.   By the end, she was able to make important decisions and to take initiative.   


God mentored and discipled Noah, and Moses, and David, and countless others.  It is God’s way.


I want you to consider how you have matured in your faith, grown in wisdom, and stepped out in your ministry to others over the past year.  I want you to consider yourself as a leader and as a disciple.  I want you to consider this concept of servant leadership. I want you to consider how you are going to continue that journey this year!         Amen
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