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Prayer of Confession/Assurance of Pardon: 
Lord, we have all too often given up on your mysteries; we don’t look at life in awe, or marvel at the complexity of your creation. We have left you out of the equation because your ways are not our ways. We cling to what we think we have figured out, to feel in control and safe. What we cling to is often something that keeps us from trusting and experiencing you. Open our hearts to your mysteries, to how our lives can be better lived, help us to see Jesus in his entirety and be inspired by him. Forgive us for our sins, redeem us and set us back on your path, ready to listen. In Jesus name we pray.
May we know and be encouraged that Jesus said “it is finished” and he has said “I have overcome the world”. May we delight in our freedom, yet not get complacent in our comfort. May we take joy that the mystery has been revealed to us, may we discover that mystery for ourselves, listen to it and live it out each day.  
Scriptures:

Isaiah 53:  (New International Version)
 1 Who believes what we've heard and seen? Who would
 have thought God's saving power would look like this? 

 2-6 The servant grew up before God—a scrawny seedling, 
   a scrubby plant in a parched field.
There was nothing attractive about him, 
   nothing to cause us to take a second look.
He was looked down on and passed over, 
   a man who suffered, who knew pain firsthand.
One look at him and people turned away. 
   We looked down on him, thought he was scum.
But the fact is, it was our pains he carried— 
   our disfigurements, all the things wrong with us.
We thought he brought it on himself, 
   that God was punishing him for his own failures.
But it was our sins that did that to him, 
   that ripped and tore and crushed him—our sins!
He took the punishment, and that made us whole. 
   Through his bruises we get healed.
We're all like sheep who've wandered off and gotten lost. 
   We've all done our own thing, gone our own way.
And God has piled all our sins, everything we've done wrong, 
   on him, on him. 

 7-9 He was beaten, he was tortured, 
   but he didn't say a word.
Like a lamb taken to be slaughtered 
   and like a sheep being sheared, 
   he took it all in silence.
Justice miscarried, and he was led off— 
   and did anyone really know what was happening?
He died without a thought for his own welfare, 
   beaten bloody for the sins of my people.
They buried him with the wicked, 
   threw him in a grave with a rich man,
Even though he'd never hurt a soul 
   or said one word that wasn't true. 

 10 Still, it's what God had in mind all along, 
   to crush him with pain.
The plan was that he give himself as an offering for sin 
   so that he'd see life come from it—life, life, and more life. 
   And God's plan will deeply prosper through him. 

 11-12 Out of that terrible travail of soul, 
   he'll see that it's worth it and be glad he did it.
Through what he experienced, my righteous one, my servant, 
   will make many "righteous ones," 
   as he himself carries the burden of their sins.
Therefore I'll reward him extravagantly— 
   the best of everything, the highest honors—
Because he looked death in the face and didn't flinch, 
   because he embraced the company of the lowest.
He took on his own shoulders the sin of the many, 
   he took up the cause of all the black sheep. 

Romans 16:25-27 (New International Version)

25Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past, 26but now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so that all nations might believe and obey him— 27to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen.

1 Timothy 3:16 (New Living Translation)
 16 Without question, this is the great mystery of our faith: 

   Christ was revealed in a human body
      and vindicated by the Spirit.
   He was seen by angels
      and announced to the nations.
   He was believed in throughout the world
      and taken to heaven in glory.

Ephesians 1:7-9 (New International Version)
7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace 8that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding. 9And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ.

Sermon

Everyone loves a good mystery, a whodunit, a cliff hanger ending whether it is a classic Sherlock Holmes, Nancy Drew or Hardy Boy’s movies today like Inception. They all rely on mystery to intrigue and draw people in. Where does this desire and this curiosity come from?
We are always asking questions. What is going on? Why did that happen? What’s going to happen next? We are constantly wondering, dreaming or worrying. Most of us are guilty of this even in other people’s lives. People do when other people are dating; I sure hope they get married…, she is just not right for him…. It happens at work, they really didn’t deserve that promotion, I wonder why he got it. It happens with are children, I wonder what sports they will like? What subjects will they will thrive in?
It goes without saying that we are curious people, looking for stories, listening to rumors and longing for some good mysteries to pass our way.
This need for mystery is probably most importantly present in our faith. What mystery you ask? Maybe you’ll admit some people you see in church are quite mysterious but mystery in our faith; we don’t hear that very often.
It is true, that we have an indwelt desire for answers, curiosity and intrigue that act as a built in mystery seeker. Both the Scriptures and our human existence both come with a fair share of mystery. If we didn’t have this we’d never strive to find a better way, we’d never try to seek answers to why life is the way it is.
Mystery is something that humanity is steeped in; the mystery composes the deep questions we ask ourselves. Who am I? How did we get here? Why do we exist? How does God interact with Humanity? What is my purpose in this life?
I ask you today, “ How do you deal with mystery? What questions do you find yourself thinking?”, or have you given up on it, maybe you think you have all the answer you need?

Today I hope to dig deeper, to get you thinking and wondering.
“The word mystery occurs 28 times in the N.T.  The meaning of Mystery is not something obscure or incomprehensible, but rather a secret imparted only to those who have been instructed. So, it is that which is unknown until it is revealed. The word is used chiefly by Paul. Paul accepted this term (mystery) to indicate the fact that, his Gospel message had been revealed to him by the risen Christ.” 

So we talk of a mystery, as in something into which one must be initiated, instructed, before it can be known, something of itself is not obvious and is above human insight.” 
Paul speaks of this great mystery revealed. In our scriptures today in 3 separate letters to three separate churches Paul speaks of this mystery being made known. A mystery that was hidden for ages, made known for God’s good pleasure, so that all nations will believe. The answer to this great mystery is simple and extremely deep, beautiful and powerful.

Any Sunday School class could give you the basic answer, I won’t hold you in suspense any longer… the mystery is Jesus, but it’s no where near that simple. It just raises a whole new set of questions. 
What is it about Jesus that reveals the mystery? What is the great mystery of Jesus? What does this mystery have to do with me? And why doesn’t everyone understand it?

In the Scriptures Jesus talked in parables and shared that there are those who would not and could not understand this mystery. He said this, speaking to his disciples: 

11"The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to them. 12Whoever has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. 13This is why I speak to them in parables: 
   "Though seeing, they do not see; 
      though hearing, they do not hear or understand. 14In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: 
   'You will be ever hearing but never understanding; 
      you will be ever seeing but never perceiving. 

 15For this people's heart has become calloused; 
      they hardly hear with their ears, 
      and they have closed their eyes. 
   Otherwise they might see with their eyes, 
      hear with their ears, 
      understand with their hearts 
   and turn, and I would heal them. 16But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear. 17For I tell you the truth, many prophets and righteous men longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.”
So we ask, what are the secrets of the kingdom? What is the great mystery? The bible clearly says Jesus is the key and that he himself is the mystery. So how do we see and hear what many prophets and righteous men longed to see and hear but couldn’t?
If Jesus is the key to this great mystery, what is it about Jesus? “What is it about this old story of Good news in the midst of bad news” that intrigues us, confuses us, frustrates us and blesses us so much?
What is it about Jesus that reveals God’s great mystery to us? - .… I would say -…. it’s everything; Jesus was the answer to the question in the most holistic way. People were waiting for him and predicting his coming for 1000 years before he came, people are still getting to know him 2000 year after he came and no one has him completely figured out. Many followed him closely, lived right beside him. Thousands laid there life down for him. Yet no one can completely understand him. Jesus is the key to the mystery from birth, to life, to death, to resurrection and today. He still mystifies us and surprises us. We read scripture over again to confirm, does it really say he did all that for us, for me… Jesus is the key to the mystery, not because it is the easy answer but because He is the only answer, the complete answer. He is the way the truth and the life. Jesus is the answer to the mystery of our faith in his birth, life, death, resurrection. I would also add he is the mystery of our faith today and forevermore.  

The Mystery of how Jesus entered this world, lived his life and was able to go through everything he did for us, is God’s great mystery. God’s son was born into our world to live with us, so that he could teach us, show us and lead us in how to be re-born and live in His world. I will take 3 scenes out of the bible to help bring this point home. 
Jesus showed us in his life that he was God’s great mystery revealed. Jesus’ friend Lazarus got sick and died before Jesus could come and heal him; everyone expected he’d get there in time. But when he was too late Mary and Martha were shocked and in complete mourning. When he arrived Jesus was also overcome with compassion, he wept, overwhelmed by the emotions of his friends death and the pain of Lazarus’ sisters. Jesus then brought back Lazarus from the dead in a miracle beyond anything the people had seen. A miracle born out of great compassion, Jesus’ tears would have still been on his face when he called to Lazarus to come out of the grave. During the time of this miracle Jesus was close to death himself and knew his days were numbered. Throughout his life this is the Jesus lived. He was Community minded and concerned for those suffering. He ministered to the sick, troubled, lonely, outcast and despised. He was selfless, did not aim for his own health, wealth or comfort. He maintained many deep and important relationships. He loved people deeply. He laughed, cried, spoke and prayed with people honestly. He encouraged, led, loved and trusted his disciples to the end even thought they didn’t completely understand. His life was the example of how we are to live our lives. Questions like what should we do with our lives, why am I here and how should I live are answered by looking at Jesus life. 
He continues to show us in his death: after living like he did and ministering to so many and doing so much good, the Jewish leaders convinced the Roman authorities to crucify him. Here is the second scene. Jesus dying on the cross was praying to God to forgive. He said forgive them for they know not what they do. Jesus was even forgiving his torturers, the Romans, those who inhabited their land, kept the Jewish people from being free and who ultimately were executing him. That is forgiveness and unconditional love. As Jesus died he finished telling us how God would live His life here on earth. He lay himself down and chose to love us sacrificially even unto death. 
His mystery did not end there, Jesus showed us as the resurrected Lord that he is the great mystery reveal. Jesus was raised on the third day and met with his followers. He made promises to them, blessed them and finally ascended into heaven to rule his kingdom. But before he left, one of the promises Jesus made was the coming of the Holy Spirit. After a time the Spirit came, here is your third scene, God, because of what Jesus did, now poured out His Spirit, helping people to understand and live the way God intends us to live. The Holy Spirit has dwelt with us for 2000 years now, helping those who seek to understand God’s great mystery and teaching how to live in the light of Jesus.
Jesus has shown us new life; hope for eternity and for this world. He is the living example, the dying sacrifice and the resurrected Lord and Saviour, who now dwells in and among us today by His Spirit. Jesus came, lived, died, resurrected and ascended and left for us the answers to the great mystery of our faith, himself. A God-man, who lived a holy and blameless life, died for us and in turn took sin upon him and provided forgiveness to the world. 

I challenge you, read Isaiah 53 again and imagine living when it was written before Jesus, what would that be like? What would we be looking for in a Messiah? If the mystery had not been revealed would we anticipate it? 
Today I thank God the mystery is revealed. But do we anticipate Jesus to be the answer to our deepest questions about our identity, our legacy, our existence and our future? 

Is Jesus still a mystery to you now? Does he still intrigue you? How did he live like that? How did he love like that? Why did he die like that? Why and how was he resurrected? 
Is Jesus a mystery enough for you? I know he is to me; my faith in Jesus keeps me curious about life and our world, wondering how God is at work and how Jesus can still bring redemption to our world. My curiosity and intrigue about Jesus in turn pulls me into deeper study and it keeps me faithfully following this Jesus who was born into this world to live and die and set us free from the sin that stains our world so deeply. I am freer today than I ever thought I could be and I know I still have a long way to go to completely understand. What a mystery we live in. What a mystery. 
My hope is that this message will intrigue you, make you curious, draw you into the mystery of Jesus and draw you closer to him, learn about him and learn from him, learn about what he has to say about your life and how he longs to be your answer.
Let us pray: 
Thank you for all you have done. For mystery and intrigue and curiosity, may we seek you God, may we ask for you and may we knock on your door. God give us the peace and energy we need to seek after you. May we know and seek you more.
Thank you that Jesus is completely the complete answer. Thank you for this community here at Trinity for those who have been here decades and those who have come only for a few weeks or months. I pray that we become intrigued by your great mystery and seek to know you more. 


I pray specifically for….


I pray for those who are sick and hurting, that you would heal and comfort, I pray for those who have torn relationships that you would help begin the long process of reconciliation. I pray for those who are struggling with depression or loneliness that your love would comfort them and bring peace and contentment. I pray that you would tend to your children and bring us into your presence that we would know your love for us and that it would set us free.

Benediction: 

May God keep you in suspense, may you feel God’s mystery in your life. May curiosity, intrigue keep you searching for God, keep you asking those deep questions, keep you wondering how you can know God deeper, how you can know more of God’s great mystery. May you discover the secrets of God’s kingdom. May you follow closely, this Jesus, the great mystery of our faith that was born, lived, died and was resurrected. All because of God’s great love for us in an attempt to set us free. 
Amen.

