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Today's passage from 2 Kings is a conversion story.  A man named Namaan is a skilled and powerful general.  He was a great military strategist and a mighty warrior.  But he suffered from leprosy.


A very minor character in the story is an unnamed servant girl who served Namaan's wife.  She speaks only 2 sentences but her words set the events of our story in motion.

“If only my lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria.  He would cure him of his leprosy.”

This young girl had been captured in battle and taken from her home and family.  It was Namaan who commanded the troops that ripped her from her home.  This girl speaks only a few simple words, and yet her statement of faith indicates that even in her distress, she still believes in the ultimate power of her God, the God of Israel and that she wishes for God to bless the one who tore her life apart.  The statement of this one, insignificant servant girl moves the mighty to act.  This little one leads the powerful.


The King of Aram misinterprets the method of healing and sends a letter to the King of Israel, demanding that he cure Namaan of his leprosy.    But the King of Israel, knows he cannot cure Namaan   He knows that the King of Aram is more powerful than he is but he knows he has to respond somehow.  Both kings represent great political power but they do not understand the power of God.     


In the end it is the prophet Elisha who hears of the king of Israel's dilemma and tells the king to send Namaan to him.  Namaan goes to Elisha and Elisha sends a messenger to tell Namaan to wash in the Jordan river 7 times and he will be restored.  Namaan is insulted and angry.  Elisha did not come out to meet him personally.  Besides that cure seemed so simple.


Again it is a group of nameless servants who speak only 2 short sentences and they change the course of this story.  It would have been easier to keep silent, but they took a stand and encouraged their master to listen to the prophet.  “Father if the prophet had commanded you to do something difficult, would you not have done it?  How much more, when all he said to you was, “Wash and be clean”?  


Words of wisdom coming from the least expected.  The little leading the mighty.


Namaan did as Elisha had commanded and as the servants encouraged and he was healed.  Namaan was transformed.  He came to know the God of Israel and proclaimed; “Now I know that there is no God in all the earth except Israel”.  The words of a nameless servant girl, and a group of nameless servants.  The transforming power of God.


So what is the lesson for those of us who want to heed God's call in our lives and carry out God's mission on this earth?  We need to ask who we take for granted and who we look past without even seeing.  Who are the little voices we do not hear?  When do you feel like the little voice? 


This church and churches throughout the world are filled with people on the margins, people whose faith is strong but who quietly work in the background.  These are people who God is working through, yet we fail to notice, much less listen to them.  They are the little voices.  In the eyes of the world they may be ignored, but in the eyes of God they are dearly loved.  Sometimes our missionaries who we support through our contributions to Presbyterian Sharing feel like the little voices...so far away, in places most of us will never get to.


Rev. Ed Hoekstra and his wife Jackie are working in the same place where our friends Joel Sherbino and Rebecca worked, Blantrye, Malawi.  As Joel did, Ed ministers to the huge congregation of St. Colomba and has an active prison ministry.  This year a bus load of prisoners were taken to St. Colomba to minister to that congregation with their singing and their testimonies.  Following the two services, the prisoners were taken to the church hall for a meal.  Their plates were piled high and they ate like never before.  These men lived without toothpaste, food, clothing, and soap in a very depressed prison environment.  Members of the congregation took care of them, and talked with them.  They were someone's son or husband or friend or brother or uncle.  Jackie writes, “When we chatted with them and laughed and joked, even though I tried hard to see the murder or thief, all I could see was their human faces.”


Members of the congregation escorted them on the bus back to the prison, singing and enjoying the fellowship of one another all the way home.  The little voices had, once again, shared their gifts of singing, and joy and faith with those in a much more privileged position of power.  They had touched and changed their lives.


Rev. Rodger Hunter co-ordinates Boarding Homes Ministry in inner city Toronto.  The residents are some of the most marginalized in their communities.  Many have lived too long with rejection poverty and despair.

Rodger works hard to link the residents with visitors from area congregations.  People gather to worship, pray, sing, rejoice and celebrate life together.  They become united in Jesus through these blossoming friendships.  Their little voices are heard.  The residents are blessed by their faithful visitors.  But the visitors are blessed as well, understanding in new ways, how God is among us.


When I graduated from Knox College were churches that could not afford their own minister without the help of the we were obliged to go to what was known as Ordained Mission charges.  These national church and the finances provided through Presbyterians Sharing.   Without such financial assistance, churches across this country would close.  Their little voices would be quieted.


Each week in the bulletin you see Mission Capsules.  We provide this information for you so that you can see all the places where God's work is being done throughout not only this country but the world because of your support.  


Mission staff is sent to different parts of the world, leaders are being trained, a national office is being supported, resources are being developed, new church planting is possible – all because of your contributions to and the vital part you play in these important ministries.


May we listen to God's call, through the little voices and the unexpected messengers, that together, we might share God's love everywhere we go.

Amen
