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Agree or disagree: There are so many things about which we talk, that we know very very little about.
When you stop to really consider this, what is it, that we can truly say, we really know for sure? We have an idea, a basic knowledge about many, many things. But what is on that list of things about which we know a great deal? I think, if we are really honest, that list is very very small. We toss lots of words and concepts around. We can tell each other a little bit about a whole lot of topics. But what are those things, about which we have deep, verifiable, knowledge? 
In the church, we throw all sorts of words and quotes and Scriptures about. If we were to be given a test, and asked us to define a whole list of theological terms, I think we would do quite well. But a definition can be a really superficial thing. And really knowing it, living it, experiencing it can be another story all together.
For example – we all know what is meant by the amputation of a limb. But it is so different knowing what it means, and experiencing it. The same can be said for sky diving, and running a marathon, and conducting an orchestra, and acting in a play. What about anger, and generosity, and compassion, and sorrow? We can define all of these things. But it is something else entirely, to experience any of these. 
So the word for the day is Grace. No problem. I suspect that we all have a pretty good idea how to define Grace. We usually say something such as, a love that you cannot earn, and that you do not deserve. It is kindness and love that comes with no strings attached. Without condition! It is a free gift. I think that is a pretty fair definition. But maybe when it comes to receiving Grace....when it is no longer just an objective definition, but when it becomes a living thing...maybe then everything changes.
Have you ever experienced Grace in your life....a free gift...unwarranted...undeserved, unearned? How did you do at that? Most people do not do well. Some people don't think they are good enough. They think they don't deserve a break, or to be made to feel welcome, or to be loved or forgiven. They are just not worth it. On the other hand, there are many who simply take it for granted. They expect it, they think they deserve to be welcomed, loved, forgiven. I hope that if you are not already, that you become very able to receive Grace well, as it comes to your life.
I wonder sometimes how many of us experience grace in our lives and are oblivious to it. In his novel Diary of a Country Priest, Georges Bernano writes, “Grace is everywhere, but how easily we pass by, deaf to the euphony”.
A counsellor named David Seamands writes, “Many years ago I was driven to the conclusion that the two major causes of most emotional problems among Christians are these: the failure to understand, receive, and live out God's unconditional love, forgiveness, and grace ; and the failure to give out that unconditional love, forgiveness and grace to other people....We read, we hear, we believe a good theology of grace. But that's not the way we live. The good news of the Gospel of grace has not penetrated the level of our emotions.” 
How would you say you are when it comes to being a conduit of God's Grace? When is the last time that you remember bestowing Grace into the life of someone else? Would anyone say that you are generous of spirit? Do you give others the benefit of the doubt? Do you stop yourself from thinking unkind thoughts and saying unkind things? Are you good at cutting others some slack? Do you give others more kindness, more love, more of everything good than perhaps they have earned or deserve? Would people say that you always accept them as they are?
There is a story of a man who sold his family business for over 400 million dollars. He divided the profits with his employees, giving nearly 130 million dollars to the employees in the form of pensions.
When you hear that, perhaps your first thought is that you wish you had been one of his employees. Or maybe you think, wouldn't that be nice, to be him so that you could do something like that.
Or perhaps you are only too aware of how relative it all is. Could you be much more generous – with your love, forgiveness, your time, or energy, or talent, or treasure than you already are? Or is it important to you that your balance sheet is in good order...grace in = grace out...love in = love out....forgiveness in = forgiveness out. Is this what grace is even about?
I wonder what you thought about those actors up here, playing out the parable of the generous vineyard owner. Wasn't that something of him? Perhaps you understand why the workers who worked all day would be so annoyed.
Perhaps this concept of 'expectations' gets in the way of Grace from time to time.
A man who seemed to have no capacity to offer Grace to anyone else, was asked one time why he seemed to always be so filled with expectations for everyone else....how they acted, how they spoke, how they behaved. Examples were given of how he was so put off at the way one person used their cutlery during meals, how offended he was that another person never seemed to say please or thank you, that other parents never offered to drive his kids to Youth Group...and on and on and on it went.
Perhaps you and I and all our friends have expectations of how others should live and act and think and believe and speak and carry on. But our expectations of others make sense don't they! Sure they do. We have every right to our expectations of others. Our expectations are legitimate. And so often our expectations are completely void of Grace.
“So I expect you, Mr. Vineyard owner, to pay me $50 for a full day's work. That means, the guys who showed up at noon get $25, and the ones who came in half way through the afternoon get $12.50. That is fair. That is logical and mathematically correct. That is the way it should be done!”
Don't you find it interesting that when Grace shows up, everyone else gets their knickers in a knot! Generosity, kindness, free gifts unearned showered on others, but not us, quite frankly it ticks us off! Our noses get out of joint very quickly. We get jealous. 
Yes, we were treated fairly. We were given what we were promised for doing what we agreed to do. But how is it fair that they did half of what we did and were rewarded the same as us? That can't be right!
And the vineyard owner asks, “Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? “ Can I not offer grace to whom I choose?
Grace is about getting and giving all sorts of love and kindness and blessing that we have not earned, do not deserve, and did not bargain for.
In his book," What is so Amazing About Grace", Phillip Yancey references author Stephen Brown who suggests that a veterinarian can learn a lot about a dog owner he has never met just by observing the dog. Would you dog owners agree? What does the world learn about God by watching us, his followers on earth? The roots of the word Grace come from the Greek, charis which means I rejoice; I am glad. Is it your experience that rejoicing and gladness are the first images that come to mind when people think of the church? Some would say that it is more a case of the holier than thous. It is the place to go after you have cleaned up your act, not before. “Church”! Exclaimed the prostitute! “Why would I ever go there? I already feel bad enough about myself”!
There is this element of choice in grace. Do you choose to receive the grace God longs to pour into your life? Do you choose to offer grace to the people in your life? - Even when they don't meet your expectations.
It is one thing to know a definition for it. It is quite something else to experience it....to open your arms and heart to receive it, and to open your arms and your heart and give it away! 
May God's grace flow into your life, and may you choose to receive it.
May God's grace flow into your life, and may you choose to find ways to pass it on into the lives of others.
Grace and Peace to you
Amen 
