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1 Timothy, 2 Timothy and Titus are often referred to as the Pastoral Epistles because they offer advice on the life of faith and the regulation of church discipline.  In addition, these letters urge the early Christian communities and Christians today, to resist false teachings.


The letter is addressed to Timothy.  Timothy was the son of a Greek father and a Jewish mother.  She was a Christian.  Timothy was a protégé of Paul.  He had worked with Paul in Lystra and this letter was meant to be a letter of encouragement and affirmation.  


The letter is a reminder that the teachings and traditions from Jesus to Paul and now passed on to Timothy are set against the false proclamations of Hymenaeus and Alexander.  Paul urges Timothy to stay strong in the faith even though there are teachings out there which fly in the face of God's word to them through Jesus.


From time to time in this church, sometimes publicly, sometimes privately, we get to hear the stories of faith in the lives of one another.  Whenever we hear of anyone's spiritual journey, and each one is unique, it inspires us, it challenges us, and it causes us to reflect on our own lives and the movement of faith within us.


In this letter to Timothy, Paul tells something of his own journey which of course Timothy would have already known, but of which it never hurts to be reminded.


Paul was a man of passion and his transformation to become an ardent follower of Christ was a powerful one.  Christ of course, not Paul was the hero of Paul's story.  Paul did not initiate nor facilitate the miraculous change in his own life.  It was Christ.  Formerly a persecutor of Christians, Paul is now recognizes his own unworthiness, his own sinfulness, his own ignorance.  Paul embraces totally, the grace, the forgiveness, the patience and the   mercy of God.  He knows he did not earn it.  He certainly knows he does not deserve it.  Yet God enables him to embrace this new love and light that has come to his life.  The same opportunity exists for each of us, when we are willing to acknowledge our own sinfulness.


Paul wants to draw Timothy's attention to the difference that God has made in his life.  Paul's life is a testament to the power of that salvation through the teachings of Christ and the power of God through the work of the Holy Spirit.  Paul sees himself as a living testament to the grace, patience, power, and mercy of God.  It is to God that he wants to give the praise and honour and glory.  Paul does everything he possibly can to take the light and adoration off himself and place it where it belongs.


How excessive has the exact opposite come to be true in the culture in which we live!  It's all about me.  It's all about the celebrity.  It is all about human achievement.   Have a look at the covers of the magazines near the check out line at the grocery store!  Watch on TV the millions of screaming fans around the world, totally out of control for a little pre-pubescent boy from Stratford.  


And when it comes to people in our society who make a real difference for more nobler things, sometimes it seems that all that is good and right and just and honourable in this world we limit our praise to those people. …. scientists, engineers, researchers, architects, business people, and in the wake of it all, God gets forgotten!  The source of all love and truth, knowledge and justice, and patience and mercy gets lost...ignored...not even dismissed, because if something gets dismissed, it at least got recognized initially...and so often, God was never assumed to be there in the first place.  The gifts, talent, energies, desire for good...they have their beginning in God.  How often do we recognize, when we look around at all our blessings, that God is the source of all that is good?  -Which is not to say that we do not need to be the hands and the feet, and the voice and the listening ear sometimes?  But do we at least acknowledge that God lives and works and has His being through his people, and that all that is good has its source in God, not Paul, not you, not me...not anyone.


I remember one time at a church I was a part of, during coffee a friend of mine was thanking a man for the wonderful solo he had sung.  The modest man, thanked my friend for her kindness and added, “Not me, God gets the credit.”  To which my quick witted friend said, “That's funny, I was sure I could see your lips move.”  


We need to be clear.  God gave us free will.  God also gave us endless gifts, talents, abilities, energies.  We make choices every day of our lives.  We make decisions.  Some of those decisions have serious consequences, others, not so much.


Pretty tough to say that after robbing that bank, “well officer, that was God not me”.  Pretty tough to say that lying and cheating and violence, was God's will, not mine – not me, but God in me.


We know the things that are of God and we know the things that are not of God.  We need to choose between and acknowledge when it is because of God in us that we are able to do the good things in life....we have chosen well to reflect the qualities of God.  And sometimes we have not.


Paul is trying to help Timothy to understand that he,   and now we,   need to acknowledge our limitations and God's  absence of limitations...to love, to show mercy, patience, kindness, truth, justice, grace.....We receive the capacities we have for all of those amazing qualities from the source...and the source is God.   Paul wants Timothy, and by association us, to always acknowledge that it is God who is to be honoured and glorified, now and forever.  That we are mere instruments for His good work and good will.  Not us, but God in us.  The challenge for us on a daily basis is to allow God to work through us, that His love and mercy and grace and patience might touch the lives of those around us, because we have been vessels, conduits, channels of His love.  Forever and ever.

Amen  
