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Luke 18:1-8          


I hope when you heard this morning's Scripture read that you did not fall for it.  I think you probably know Jesus better than that.

Verse 1 of Luke 18 reads as follows, “Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart.”  Really?  Is this how Jesus usually starts his parables...”Listen, I am going to tell you a parable and this is what it means.”?  Hardly!  Mostly, He said, I am going to tell you a parable.....or, once upon a time.  After that he would tell a tale, and it was the job of the listeners to figure out what it meant.  He used metaphor.  Most of the time, the listeners, the disciples included, were left scratching their head,  “What is that supposed to mean?”  He almost never said, “This is what this story which I am about to tell you really means”.   Often the next passage would be his explanation of the parable.   The parables of Jesus had many layers to them.  It is not nearly enough to say that the prodigal son  represents sinners, /and the forgiving father represents God.  There is so much more to this and all of Jesus' parables.   All  this to say, reader beware when you read this opening line today!  There are never simplistic, easy answers to parables.


So let's take a look at the story.


In this corner we have a mean judge who neither feared God nor respected people.  He is wearing the black hat.


In this corner, we have a widow in great need.  She was up against an unnamed, unjust opponent....who or what that opponent was, we never know.  The widow is wearing the white hat.


The widow came again and again to the mean judge, asking him to grant her justice against her opponent.  Again and again the judge refused and turned her away.


    But eventually it was all becoming too much for the judge so he gave in and gave her what she wanted – justice.  Not because he necessarily felt she deserved it, but because she had worn him down.  Those of us who are parents know what that can feel like!  At some point it just doesn't matter what the issue is – let's just end the bickering!


It may be important to note the place of widows in Biblical times.  They were particularly vulnerable.  They depended on others for protection and care.  Often times family members needed to help them with food and clothing.  They were what we would call an 'at risk'  group.  Psalm 68 refers to God as the 'protector of widows'.


The Scripture does not tell us much about the opponent of the widow, but whatever the injustice, it must have been great to cause her to be so persistent with the judge....perhaps justice meant the difference between life and death for her and her family, we just don't know.


The unjust judge goes against his own character .  He wants to be rid of this nuisance so he gives her what she needs.


And then Jesus says what he has said many times in Scripture in many ways,  “Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish?  Or if the child asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion?  If you them, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”  Here Jesus asks rhetorically, “If  the unjust judge finally gives the needy person what they need, how much swifter and more generous will be the Lord with his children!” 


Today I want you to consider this parable from this perspective.  This mean judge more accurately represents human nature than the nature of God.  Humans can be mean.  Humans can act unjustly toward others.  Humans can ignore others.  We do all of this often in one form or another do we not?  How much have you and I, just this past week ignored the needs of others - people we know and people we don't know?


And sometimes,  just sometimes, the demands for our unselfishness, and generosity just won't go away and so we give in....we comply...not because it is the good and right and just thing to do, but just so the persistent noise and demands finally stop!  All of this is more like us than like God.  Perhaps we do not have too much trouble seeing ourselves as the judge in this story.


I want you to try to imagine, in one layer of  this parable, that God is the persistent widow in need.  Are you familiar with that painting of Jesus standing at the door knocking, wanting to enter in?  Could the widow be somehow a representation of God, trying to get our attention, trying to persuade us, and trying to invite us to see it His way?  Could the widow, in some way be God, battering at the doors of our hardened hearts, hoping to get us to seek justice, to love kindness and to walk humbly with Him?   God, knocking at the door of our hearts, trying to get us to do the right thing.  


At the beginning of this parable, Jesus says to his listeners, “Pray always”, “Don't lose heart”!    I wonder if he is saying, “Pray always that you will come to the place in your life where you will want to really open the door and let me in.”  And maybe he is saying, “Don't lose heart, I will never give up on you, I am here, just on the other side of the door, I will not leave you.  Perhaps you can't see me, and perhaps sometimes you can't hear me,  but I am here with you.  Together we can get rid of the barrier that separates us.  Let's keep talking.  Let's keep the dialogue going!  Together, we can make things right.”

Grace and peace to you.

Amen  
