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We are there.....the first Sunday in Advent!  I love this time of year.  The music, the weather, the decorating, the lights, and the Bible stories....This Advent we are focusing on the Shepherds.  They are found in significant places all through Scripture, both Old and New Testaments.  


One of the familiar images we have from shepherd passages is of a shepherd looking up into the sky, receiving a promise, and believing!


It is a familiar scene, throughout scripture and especially throughout our traditional Christmas hymns....heaven-gazing shepherds and heavenly messages seem to be everywhere-

“Hark, the Herald Angels Sing” who is harking?  -The shepherds of course.  They are saying...Stop!  Hold on!  What was that?  Listen!  Hark!  It's singing!  And it is coming from the angels in heaven!  What are they singing?  - Something about a newborn king!!

And then there is “Angels from the Realms of Glory”, -These are the same angels, winging their flight to Bethlehem's shepherds, inviting them to, “come and worship”.  


And who can forget about the Shepherds watching their flocks by night?


In “Angles We Have Heard on High”, the 'we' of course refers to a ragtag group of sheep herders,   “We shepherds have heard angels singing to us!”  And then they respond by joining in with a hearty “Glo, o-o-o-o-oo-o-oria’!  They heard and received the message!

A shepherd looked to the sky, received a promise, and believed...his name was Abraham.

Does this surprise you?  Are you surprised to hear, not the voices of frightened, happy Bethlehem shepherds this first week of Advent, but the ancient voices of Abraham and Sarah?

Are you surprised?  Perhaps it is not so surprising.  In fact, in listening to the voices today, we may have stumbled upon the notion that all of this, all of this shepherd business, is par for God's course!  Consider the facts:

-a shepherd looked to the sky, received a promise, and believed

-the promise had to do with the birth of a baby

-the baby, is an IMPOSSIBLE baby.  Keep in mind that although virgins and barren, elderly women are at opposite ends of the spectrum, the possibility of a baby coming from either source is equally bleak....

-the promised baby had something significant to do with nothing less than God’s Great plan to save a fallen humanity.  God's plan for salvation!  To save us all!  Again, salvation is at the opposite end of the spectrum from the fall.  Isaac, the first promised baby, signified the beginning of a great nation – the same nation, that would eventually cradle the Christ Child.

But there is more!  There is the Sacrifice!

And here, again, we find a significant similarity in our heaven-gazing shepherds.

In each case, God Himself provides the means of salvation.  A ram is sent down ...entangled in a thicket to save Isaac's life.  Isn't it ironic?  Abraham was a shepherd.  He certainly could have provided a ram had God asked for one.  But no...  God provided the ram.  God provided the sacrifice.

And any of you who have seen a baby swaddled, (which really means wrapped tightly in a receiving blanket by a highly efficient nurse) know what entangled means!  There is no way a swaddled baby or a ram could get free from their confines.

Is that what the Bethlehem shepherds saw?  That is what the angel invited them to see, after all, “A babe, wrapped in swaddling clothes.”  How far is that from what Abraham saw when he first gazed at the ram?

A shepherd looked to the heavens, received a promise, and believed.

Abraham may not be the shepherd we are expecting this Advent season.

But the promise is really the same isn't it?

The Ram.  Baby Jesus....

And so is the God who made the promise!

And when it comes right down to it...isn't Salvation what this God was up to all along?

Grace and peace to you

Amen
