	[image: image2.jpg]





	
	“Risk and Restoration”
A Sermon by

Rev. Shaun Seaman
Date: November 8, 2009


Ruth 3:1-5, 4:13-
When I say the word commitment, what comes to mind?

Redemption?  (bought for a price)   - a coupon can be redeemed  /ransom

Refugee?

The Book of Ruth is about these three important themes, woven together in the context of an amazing story  in the lives of men and women we come to know.  As the name implies, it is a story about Ruth, but it is almost more so, a story about Naomi.


Naomi had married.  She had moved far away from home.  Her husband died suddenly.  Later, her two grown sons died.  Naomi now had only two members of her family left, and they were not even blood relatives..... - they were her daughters in law  - Ruth and Orpah.


Deep in her heart, Naomi longed to go home.  It is the deepest longing in all our hearts, at least the notion of home metaphorically speaking.  Her daughters in law, both widows themselves, insisted on making the journey to this, for them, foreign land with her.  Naomi loved these two women very much and so she allowed them to travel with her for a while.  But eventually, she insisted that they go back to their own home and families.  Naomi knew only too well what it was to be a refugee.  She knew these girls needed to go back where they belonged.  Naomi complied but Ruth refused.  And these now famous words....”I will go where you go.  Your home will be my home.  Your God will be my God.”


Finally after many days, Ruth and Naomi entered into Bethlehem where Naomi was from.  Her old friends greeted her.  Naomi had had much when she left there so long ago.  Now she had nothing except for a dear friend, Ruth.


One of my favorite scenes from this Book is the image of Ruth, out in the wheat fields, picking up the leftovers in order to get enough to feed her mother in law Naomi and herself.  ...Ruth- the image of humility, selflessness, and servant hood.


Today's passage introduces us to Naomi's nearest kin, Boaz.  Now it is interesting how customs change and perhaps it is not exactly clear what is going on here, but Naomi is setting Ruth up to make a connection with Boaz.  He already knows who she is and has spent some time with her, but now the plot thickens.


The Coles notes version of the story is this.  Ruth and Boaz become husband and wife and to them a son is born.  The women of the town came alongside Naomi and said to her, “See how God has looked after you good woman!  He did not leave you without a family to carry on your life!  This child will make you young again!  He will take care of you in our old age.  And this daughter in law who loves you so much...you are blessed.”

        This child went on to be the father of Jesse and the grandfather of David!


Commitment-   Ruth's commitment to her mother in law Naomi and Naomi's to Ruth.  Naomi's commitment to God and God's commitment to her.   

         Redemption - Naomi paid the price.  She had been faithful.  She had lost everything.  In the end, she gained more than she had ever hoped for.


Refugee - Stranger in a strange land.  Leaving all you know and going to nothing and nowhere that is familiar.  Strangers in a strange world.


Our God is a faithful God.  He takes no bribe.  He executes justice for orphans and widows.  He loves strangers, providing them food and clothing.  He cares for the sick, the marginalized, and the vulnerable.


God loves his children well.

Amen 
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