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Luke 21:25-36


The theological spectrum in the Christian faith runs from fundamentalists and strong conservatives, to the very liberal.  Within these various theological persuasions and preferences, there are a variety of areas of focus.  Pentecostals have held the belief, and many still do, that the sign of a true Christian is the gift of speaking in tongues. If you do not have the gift of tongues, you are not  a true Christian.  Some theological perspectives focus on healing ministries, some on mission,  some on good deeds, some on intellectual study and  debate, some on family values, some on fear and guilt, others on gifts of the Spirit, and some on 'end times'..


Shortly after I had started my ministry in Nova Scotia, the local pastor at the Church of the Nazarene made the National News with his proclamation that the world was going to end on February 28, 1987 of the coming year.   End times have never been a significant focus in Reformed Theology and therefore, not heard of a great deal in the Presbyterian Church.  It is a concept that is exciting for some, frightening for others, and of little concern for others.


We understand from Scripture that the world one day will come to an end and that will happen when Jesus Christ returns.  What that will look like, and when that will be, we can only speculate.  The Bible does not say.  But that doesn't stop some who seem to be preoccupied with interpreting Biblical symbolism in light of contemporary life, and then extrapolating with times, dates, and even places where the end will have its beginning.


It is interesting that today, the Scripture that is prescribed by the Revised Common Lectionary focuses on end times.  It is the first Sunday of the church year.  It is the first Sunday of Advent...the time when we watch, prepare, get ready for new beginnings!   Curious that this would be the selected Scripture.   In this passage from toward the end of the Gospel of Luke, Jesus tells about his return and warns his listeners to remain watchful.  Starting as early as verse 5 of chapter 21, Jesus tells his listeners about the future.  He talks about the destruction of the temple that will occur.  He warns that others will come in his name proclaiming that the end is near.  He cautions his listeners to beware of those impostures.  He indicates there will be wars, famine, plagues, and persecutions.  And, there would also be signs from heaven.  Jesus says that we Christians will be despised and hated because of His name.  It will be a time of great fear and high anxiety, but we who believe, are not to worry.  The Son of Man will come, riding in a cloud, with power and with glory.   We are to remain faithful, and hopeful, in prayer, and in strength...watching for the signs.


So my friend Pastor Ben Cachle was reading the papers, watching the television, and listening to what was going on in peoples' lives.  He saw the signs all around him as per his interpretation from Scripture in light of world events.  “The end is near!”, Ben declared.  Some waited and watched and did whatever one does to prepare for the end.  Some rolled their eyes.  Some laughed.  Others just went on with their lives, business as usual.  


Most of us, just tried to remain faithful, and hopeful, in prayer and in strength...and so we continue to strive to do so.  God calls us to stand firm and to live our lives in hope.


And so we continue so many years later.  We light the candle of hope.  We prepare to celebrate yet again, God's gift of love to the world.  We remain faithful.


Have you read a newspaper lately?  Have you watched TV?  Have you listened to hear what is going on in the lives of many people these days?  It could be so easy to become discouraged.  It could be so easy to become pessimistic or afraid, or angry, or hopeless.  How far do any of us have to go looking for bad news?  Into whose life can you look these days and not find areas of stress, and turmoil, and brokenness? 


But for some very strange reason, against all odds, counter intelligent to all the doom and gloom that surrounds us, here we come, naïve though it may be....holding a tiny flame against the wind, carrying this small flicker of light into the darkness.


  One of my favorite songs from the past talks about the spiritual journey that each one of us is on.  It talks about the road that is inside each of us.  Sometimes we are stumbling pilgrims, sometimes we walk forth with confidence, and sometimes we try to hide in the shadows.  Shadow is a term that is used in some schools of psychotherapy.  It is associated with evil or sin or fear.  But the song talks about the hope that is in the shadow.  The shadow can only be created from the darkness, because of the presence of light...even the bit of light sent out by a flickering lone candle. 


And so came Christ  into the world, a tiny babe, a lowly carpenter's son, a teacher, a healer, a king on a donkey, a prisoner of Pilate, an antagonist to the religious  rulers, a now a proclaimer to any who might listen,  “Look for the signs.  Keep in sight the things of significance and not the things which lead to no good.  A new day is coming”.


  The call upon us is to remain faithful, joyful, peaceful, loving, and hopeful.  Advent is a time of watching, and preparing, and waiting.   A light is coming in the darkness, and the darkness shall not overcome it.


There is so much that is competing for our time and attention and our resources right now.  As a child of God, my prayer for you this day is that, even in these times of shadow, and brokenness, and great pain in the lives of many people, that we might recommit our lives to being good reflectors.  Reflectors of the light of the one whose name and purpose is Love.  I wonder, amid all of the busyness of this time of year, if you might find some time to look carefully, and perhaps see amid the chaos, signs and wonders of the One who comes to bring the silent night, the holy night.  The time of waiting and watching is here.   God bless you on your journey.

Amen
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