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It has been called the Gate of Heaven, the Hub of the Cosmos, the Steering Star, Stella Maris (Star of the Sea), the Load Star, and Polaris Borealis. Do you know it by some other name? The North Star or the Polar Star. It is part of the constellation of Ursa Minor. The North Star is almost directly above the North Pole. So directly above in fact that it remains almost motionless and all the other stars in the northern sky rotate around it. The star on the end of the handle of the Little Dipper is the North Star. The Little Dipper circles the North Star once a day, counter clockwise. The North Star marks the center of nature's grandest celestial clock with the Little Dipper serving as the arm of the clock.
If you can find Cassiopeia, which is in the shape of a W, the central point of the W points to the North Star.
The North Star is a very bright star and is set in an area of the sky among no other stars of similar brightness. It is considered to be about the 50th brightest star in the heavens.
At one time in human history, people literally depended on their lucky stars for their lives and livelihood. Polaris or the North Star served Europeans well as they first sailed across the Atlantic over 5 centuries ago. Sailing the seas, and crossing the trackless desert without getting lost was dependent on a good reading of the stars. In more recent times, slaves on the run from the southern United States counted on the Northern Star to help them get oriented as they fled to the northern states and Canada.
Stand facing the North Star. Stretch out your arms to find east and west. As you travel south, you will notice that the North Star appears to move closer to the horizon until you reach the equator when it will disappear completely. There is no South Star over the South Pole, but the bright Southern Cross points fairly accurately toward the South Pole.
Sitting on the dock at the cottage is a great place to enjoy the wonder of a starry sky. We watch as planes make their way across the sky, we try to identify some constellations. I always feel so small when I try to comprehend how far away we are from the stars and how immense and unfathomable God's creation really is. 
I never enjoy a star filled sky without thinking of Judy Hawley. Judy's spiritual pathway to God was through nature. Whether it be a chick-a-dee eating bread crumbs from her hand, or getting all of our family to go out of the city with her to lie on our backs and look up at the glorious starry, starry sky, Judy was transported to the mountain peaks of awe and wonder at God's glory through the awesomeness of His magnificent creation. Her kids tell me that often she would wake them up and have them get out of bed to lie on the floor and look at the moon! The ever-changing glory of the sky let Judy know that the Master had done yet another masterpiece in which we were invited to delight. Judy always marvelled at the artistry of God's hand- 
Painted dazzling sunsets and the sparkling night skies.
“And God said, “Lights! Come out! Shine in Heaven's sky! Separate Day from Night. Mark seasons and days and years, Lights in Heavens sky to give light to Earth.” And there it was.
I wonder how often we make a point of enjoying the night sky. I wonder how often we just quiet ourselves, and allow a sense of awe and wonder to sweep over us.....at the distance, the size, the splendour, the simplicity and the complexity of it all. We often hear the expression, usually used in reference to an old building....'if only these walls could talk...” Have you ever dared to wonder what incredible stories the stars could tell if only they could talk? The magnificence of God's creation. Do you take the time to marvel at it?
Reading through the creation story of Genesis, I cannot help get a sense of awe and mystery. I don't pretend to understand it. I can't argue it with a scientist or an evolutionist. I simply am in awe at the wonder and mystery of the hand of God. “God placed them in the heavenly sky to light up Earth!” 
From Genesis onward, reference to stars can be found in almost every book of the Bible. When we get to the New Testament, I am so moved, that many of those same stars that lit the way for shepherds watching their flocks by night, still to this day, shine on me on my dock. 
The passage from Matthew today keeps us in that envelope of God's miracle filled creation.....the birds of the air, the lilies of the field...the invitation to simply receive and to embrace our place in creation. God's gift to us is that measure of faith that we need to remind ourselves that the maker of the heaven and the earth, the stars and the moon is in control. We are in His good care. And there is no better place to be.
It is the first Sunday of Advent. It is a time for lights, and stars, and candles. 
The theme for this Advent is, The Stars Tell the Story. The stars were God's first source of light given to us. I want you our focus this Advent to be an intentional, deliberate focus on light. I encourage you to have your own Advent candle lighting and devotional at your evening meal. I want you to notice candles, and Christmas lights, and the stars, more this Advent then you ever have before. Go outside before you go to bed at night and see if the sky is filled with stars. Hang Christmas stars around your house and on your tree. Spend some time with someone else, learning something about stars, and our solar system. Spend some time, just wondering, sitting quietly, thinking about this wonder of God's creation and how they have been perhaps an under appreciated gift to us over the centuries. See what stories the stars tell you.
At Trinity, we profess that it is our desire to be God's light in the community and in the world. We strive to find ways to do that. Sometimes we are effective and sometimes we are not. So this Advent, meditate on light, candles, Christmas lights, and stars.
I want to close today by sharing a poem by John Harvey entitled Light to your People.
Lord Jesus, we thank you that when the world was very dare you came to bring light into our darkness. You came in the night to bring light into the lives of Mary and Joseph. You came to Bethlehem – then, as now, a very troubled town- bringing light to all who came to trust you. You come to us now, into our lives and into our world, bringing light still to your people. We ask you now once again to accept this worship that we bring as we come again to the manger. Help us to see there the light that will shine for us, not just at Christmas but every day of the year. 
May the Stars guide you on this wonderful Advent Journey as we find our way to the manger once again?
Amen
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