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What comes to mind, when I say the word   Progress?


E. E. Cummings refers to progress as 'a comfortable disease'.  Franklin Delano Roosevelt said, “The test of our progress is not whether we add more to the abundance of those who have much, it is whether we provide enough for those who have too little.”


What is your take on this thing we call progress?  Is it good, bad, sometimes either, sometimes neither?  How does the word 'progress', relate to the word ‘change’?

When I consider West Carleton since I moved here,  there is certainly lots of change.  Some of it I would consider progress.  Some I would not.  The same can be said for Morgan's Grant where we live, and Kanata, and Trinity.


Today we celebrate the 33rd Anniversary of Trinity Presbyterian Church!  33!!  That is so young!  Lots of churches are celebrating 133 years!!  Do you remember when you were 33?  Just a child!!


A compilation of words and pictures gathered in a 91 page resource,
entitled the History of Trinity Presbyterian Church!    1977-1997 captures that notion of change and progress well I think.


Consider this time line....1976.  Where were you in 1976?  Where were you living, what were you doing?  In 1976, the Presbyterian Church in Canada purchased 5 acres of land in rural Kanata.  McCurdy Drive did not exist.  Young Road was not paved.  Mature sugar maples were everywhere along Maple Grove.



In 1977, Rev. Ralph Kendall was appointed to start a Presbyterian congregation in the area.


2,000 homes were surveyed by 85 volunteers from the Presbytery of Ottawa.


On Palm Sunday in 1977, the first service of “Glen Cairn Presbyterian Church” was held in Roland Michener School.


In Trinity’s first  Annual Report, in response to the question,  “How did it all happen?”,  meaning how did this church come to be,  Ralph Kendall wrote,  

“In the first place there was faith in God's purpose...”  

“In the second place, there has been commitment.  No church can grow unless there are people willing to take on responsibility.”

  “In the third place, there has been the support of others”.  (Visitors from other congregations, community support, money from our National church, Presbyterians from across Canada....)


In the first year the choir grew from 8-15.

Sunday school had 5 teachers.

A Youth group was formed.

In November of 1977 Trinity Presbyterian Church was constituted as a church.

On December 4, Sunday services were moved from Roland Michener School to L'Ecole Roger St. Denis.

In 1979 plans to erect a building were established and the congregation accepted as a principle, a minimum total of  $20,500.00 in cash and pledges for a building fund.  They approached Presbytery for permission to build, based on a total project not in excess of $175,000.00!!

1980 Barry Hobin was chosen to be the architect for the church.

Getting approval for the site plan is described as a delicate, tedious, and extremely annoying process!

Because of the rock on the site, the lowest bid from a contractor was $235,000.  The entire project had a ceiling of $225,000!  After further redesign on the part of the architect and renegotiating with a contractor, the basement was cut from the design and Tristan Incorporated was signed on for $198,450.00.

-Thanksgiving Day, October 12, 1980 official dedication and sod turning ceremony. 

  
Two months later a Christmas Eve Service was held by candlelight, under the stars!


The building was completed and dedicated May 24th, 1981.  By 1983 over 100 people had joined Trinity.

   In 1983, having planted and started to grow a congregation, Ralph Kendall was called to the national office of our church to offer leadership in the planting and building of new churches.

That same year, Rev. John Bannerman was appointed as the new minister of Trinity.  This was a time of much activity and growth in Trinity's history.  Every year 17-34 new members were welcomed to the faith community.  A strong mission focus found the congregation involved in the lives of many people, from Africa to Korea to India, and Russia, as well as enthusiastic local mission work.


John and his wife Laurie were here until 1992  when, like Ralph, John was called to church offices.  After much work with Interim Moderator Graham Kennedy, I was called to Trinity and arrived in May of 1993.  Hannah was 6 months when we moved here from Nova Scotia.  I arrived here despite the caution of some of my colleagues.  “The congregation is very transient”, some said.  “1/2 of the session  could move away at any time. With the high tech boom people move in and out of the area at an alarming rate.”  “They are struggling financially”, others said.  “They became self-supporting too soon and can't keep up.'

But by the time my interview was not even half over, I had this very strong feeling, despite these warnings,   that God was calling me to be with these people, and I only hoped they were feeling the same way.  


That was 1993.


Only a few here, can picture what this property looked like in 1977.  The rest of us assume, it has always been this way.

Rev. Macarthur Shields was an elder in this church and did a beautiful piece of art work that hangs in the back of the sanctuary.  On it are the names of the founding members of this congregation.  Raise your hand if your name is there.  


Many of us know what this church and this area looked like in 1993.  And we see how urban sprawl has been realized just since 1993.  The arrival of Centrum and Signature Center, the development between here and Stittsville, the development along March Road....on and on and on it goes.


Since 1993 we have welcomed 186 new members.  We have had 28 Confirmations,   and 55 weddings, and 58 Baptisms.  We have lost members over the years through death, or their jobs have taken them elsewhere, they stopped going to church or they have found a new church home.


But that only describes the surface of what God has done here over that period.  We have gone from programming the best we could with generous volunteers, to paid, and dedicated staff in 5 of those important positions -Office Administrator, Custodian, Nursery Care Provider,   Youth Minister, Music Minister.  To take this very significant and essential step this congregation drew upon much faith and commitment to our shared and ever evolving ministry.


The Past we can remember and learn about that..  We have all lived portions of it.  The Present we are living now....each of us in our own way from our own perspective.  The Future, we have perhaps a vision of, some hopes and dreams and assumptions.  


The Scriptures chosen for today help to inform us as to our role, our calling, our ministry, in and through all of these passages in the life of the church.  As the people of God, it is not always apparent, what we are to do and how we are to be.  It is helpful for us to look back and learn and appreciate what has gone before.  But at the same time, we are invited to consider where we are and how we are to navigate these waters, and how we can best shine God's light into the future.


Psalm 89 calls us to be steadfast and faithful in our love for God and in singing the praises of the Creator.  To find out and to celebrate how God has been faithful to those who have gone before us.  It reminds us that we are in relationship with, in covenant with God.  We need to look around, and see the wonders of God's hand in our world and in our lives, in our families, and in one another.  Anniversaries are a good time to reflect on all of this.


Ephesians 4 is a wonderful passage to remind us how God calls us to live our daily lives, whatever the day brings, whatever the future brings.  As those who have gone before us decided to plant a church in this area and all that has transpired to bring us to this point, as we consider all that we have been through since we made the decision to build a new church, as we live out these days and all that is to follow, we would do well to draw upon these words from Ephesians:  lead a life worthy of God's call upon our lives.  Live a life of humility, gentleness, patience, be with one another in love and unity of  God's Spirit.  There is a part in the history books about the decision to change the architectural plans for this church and not have a basement because of the huge amount of rock just below the surface and the cost of  blasting through that.  How Biblical is that?!  Ephesians warns us not to be people who are tossed to and fro, blown about by every wind of doctrine or the trickery of others, by deceit or craftiness of others.  But to be grounded to the Rock, speaking and living the truth of the One who is the head of us and of our church.  One Body, united in love, justice, truth and peace.


There is something of Psalm 890  and Ephesians 8 in Rev. Ralph Kendall's words from back in 1977-

Faith in God's purpose

Commitment and responsibility of God's people

Support from others


Is this the last Anniversary of this congregation that we will celebrate in this location?  Who knows?  What challenges will we face and what achievements will we face in the coming days?  Who knows?  Our call is to be faithful to the ways and will of the one who's love surrounds us and upholds us...yesterday, today and in the days to come.

Amen     
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