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Acts 16:9-


Decisions, decisions, decisions!.  Some of us love making decisions, and are good at it.  Some of us can't stand making decisions.  My wife detests packing to go away on a trip, simply because of the number of decisions that need to be made.


I want you to think for a moment about some of the significant decisions you have made in your life.  Perhaps some of you are currently wrestling with a decision or two.   I want you to think about the various factors which you consider when you are trying to decide what to do.  In most cases, there are many factors to consider.  


I wonder, in how many of what you might call significant decisions, do you include God.  Do you hold the issue up to prayer?  Do you think about the principles involved and how Biblical truths might speak to the issue?  Is God part of this process at all?   


I have told you before about a dear friend who always used to talk about nudges.  She would get “nudges” to call someone who was on her mind.  Nudges to say no on certain decisions and nudges to say yes on others.  Interior movement  


Some people take great stalk in their dream life, and make a point of remembering and reflecting on the dreams they have, trying to ascertain, what the message for them is there. Yesterday I heard a simple little phrase from someone being interviewed on the radio, and I knew I needed to ponder that as it applied to my life.  Sometimes a mood or feeling can sweep over a person. The other day I was trying to send an e mail to a friend.  I was really not sure if I should send this particular message or not.  Something weird kept happening to my message as I tried and tried to get it written and sent.   Suddenly I stopped and said to myself, this communication should not be sent, at least not right now.  


We need to take time to consider important decisions in life.  Life experience, knowledge, the advice of others, our dream life, and our openness to the movement of the Spirit of God -all of these things need to be considered.


In today's passage, Paul, who continued to be dedicated to the ongoing ministry of Jesus Christ and the establishment of the early church, had a vision or a dream during the night.  In the morning, convinced that God was speaking to him in that vision, he responded accordingly and went to Macedonia, to preach the Good News. This would be the church's first journey from Asia to Europe.   While in Philllipi, a leading city in Macedonia, a number of people were moved by Paul's preaching ministry.  Among them was a woman named Lydia.   Lydia was a Jewish woman, touched by Paul's ministry of Jesus Christ.  Lydia was moved by the Spirit of God and she made a decision.  She decided that she and her household would be baptized and she gave her heart to the Lord.


Her next decision was to make the Christian gesture of hospitality by  inviting Paul and his ministry team to her home, where they would receive, food, shelter, and the kindness of generous hospitality. 
Hospitality is a major Biblical theme.  It was a significant duty in the culture of that day.  Opening one's table to others, friends and strangers, formed a primary expression of hospitality.  It was especially vital in a world where inns or restaurants were few and far between.  It continues to be a significant response to the gospel's call.


So there are 2 things that I want you to think about here, in the context of your spiritual journey.  Again, my assumption is that you want to better understand God, and the Creator's will for your life.  I am also assuming that you want to explore and deepen your relationship with God.  So this is my first encouragement to you:

1. Reflect upon your life.  With whom are your primary relationships?   If you were to sit on a park bench and ask Jesus how He would encourage you to improve in any of these, what might He say?

2. Secondly, consider any decision with which you might be wrestling. Quietly just sit with that?  Have there been any signs, hints, nudges, and feelings, about which direction to move on this?   Just kind of hold it up, and wonder about it.  Are you feeling any inclination one way or another on it?  Is there any sort of struggle between perhaps your own biased agenda, and what might be a different, and perhaps better choice?

Nudges, movements, feelings, the advice of others, experience, insight, intuition, Biblical principles, the examples of others before us.....God offers us direction through so many different resources.  Are you availing yourself to them?  In the end, it is your decision and you must feel right about it.


So the first thing I want you to consider from today's passage comes from Paul.  How is God trying to get your attention and what might He be trying to tell you?


The second and final consideration from today's passage comes from Lydia.


When the Spirit of God is present, barriers fall.  Disciples engage in acts of mutual ministry and hospitality.  Together!  God promises to dwell with those who make their home and open their home in love.  Together!  


Often times Heather Darch will lead us as a congregation in celebrations of hospitality in February as part of  the spirit of St. Valentine.  But I want you to put this message into practice now in May and June.  We should all have copies of our new photo directory and if you do not have one, and if there is not one in your family file, ask me and I will get you one.  But I want you to take a page from Lydia's book and reach out to someone else in the church, and offer them some hospitality.  Let it be with someone with whom you have never had any or much social contact, but whom you would like to get to know a bit better. This is a time for back porch lemonade, or BBQs, or a walk at Pinhey's Point or a wooded trail.  Between now and the end of June, I want you to connect with at least one other member of your faith community.  It is the gift of hospitality.  It is the putting of your faith in action.  It may be a bit intimidating or it may cause you to feel awkward or uncomfortable, but move forward with this decision, knowing it is your brothers and sisters with whom you will be engaging.


Watching and listening for the signs and wonders, and nudges of God to direct and influence the decisions in our lives - Following the examples of other disciples who have gone before, with the gift of hospitality. 

God bless you as we disciple together in spirit of the Creator.

Amen

Amen  
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