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I was on my way home from a meeting at a church way out in the country when I heard Stephen Lewis being interviewed on CBC.  I could feel myself getting excited by what he was saying....malaria nets, grandmother support, HIV/Aids treatment and education....  I was feeling thankful for the difference his foundation was making in the lives of so many people.  I became convinced that I needed to somehow be part of that.  But as soon as the interviewer had concluded with Stephen Lewis, she went to another interview, this time a woman named Dambisa Mayo, an economist from Zambia.  Dambisa has written a book entitled, “Dead Aid- why aid is not working and there is another way for Africa.”    She was well educated, very articulate, and committed to the well being of her country.  She talked about the debilitating effect that first world good intentions have had on Africa.  “Let us find our solutions to our problems,” she said.  “If others continue to come here to intervene, to fix us, to make it all better for us, we will never develop our own legs upon which to stand.  We will simply become more and more dependent.  We have the ability to find our solutions to our problems.....let us do that... insist that we do that.”  


I know this to be true in pastoral counseling situations.  If the counselor helps the person arrive at their solution to their dilemma, the outcome always has a much greater chance of succeeding.  The person has more invested in it.  They want to be right.  They want to be the one making the decision and affecting the outcome.  Someone else's solution to my problem....
well, I may not have the skills required to execute it, I may not be totally convinced that it has the potential for success, and I might not be completely committed to their solution to my dilemma.

  
The more I listened to this woman, the more convinced I became, that the good intentions of people from developed countries, were in fact, negatively impacting the progress and eventual success of people in developing countries.  Listening to this interview heightened the complexity of my dilemma when it comes to mission work.  Stephen Lewis/Dembisa Mayo!  I am conflicted when  it comes to mission work.  


I have a friend who is always asking me to come to Zimbabwe with him to help with an orphanage his church is helping to support.  What would we do there for 2 weeks?  Lift cinder blocks, mix and pour cement.  I thought there were hundreds of people already there who were very capable of doing this kind of work and who would be very happy to receive a decent wage for it.  How could I go there and add value?  I want it not to be just a trip which makes me feel sad for them, and self-righteous for going to acknowledge  their suffering first hand.  There has to be more substance to it than that!



Every so often I get calls from people wanting grocery certificates.  We support a Food Bank that is very active.  Certainly there is a need and a Biblical command to feed the poor, but could we better use our resources by developing programs and providing education so that dependence on Food Banks is not essential to a family's survival?


There is a challenge here for us as Christians.   God's call upon our lives is to do good work, to take care of others less fortunate, to feed the hungry, cloth the naked, visit the imprisoned?  We read a few of these Scriptures this morning but there are many other passages which point us in the same direction.  Christ's overall message was to love one another.  Love is an action word, not a syrupy sentiment.  So how do we do the truly loving thing?  How do we stop doing those things that, while well intentioned, prevent others from developing strength and power on their own?  There is much to wrestle with here.


Gary Pluim, a Presbyterian from Manotick is the director for Watercan Canada.  This organization, since 1987, has reached over 1 million men, women, and children in the world's poorest regions.  They are committed to continuing to find ways to break the cycle of poverty and disease while increasing the opportunity for health, education, gender equality, and economic growth.  And God said,   “Whoever brought one of my children a cup of cold water when they were thirsty, in that act of love, they showed their love for me.”  Are we helping them, or creating unhealthy dependencies?


We are to love the Lord our God with all our heart and all our soul and all our strength.  When we take care of others, especially those less fortunate, we take care of, and show our love of God.  But how do we best serve God in this?


Barton Brooks is probably a young man you have never heard of.  By the age of 38 he was a successful real estate broker in New York City.  While vacationing in Cambodia, he was inspired by a group of needy kids he'd met outside a temple.  4 years later, he is the leader of a successful grassroots organization called Global Colors, whose mission it is to connect people who could use some help, with others who are interested in helping.  Most of the actual work gets done by Brooks himself, fueled  by small donations others make to his web site.  He encourages others to come and join him in his travels, or to take a few days out of their vacation to engage in international volunteerism.


Brooks is always taking pictures and posting them on his web site as a means of attracting others to these worthy causes.  


While traveling in Katmandu last winter, Brooks met a couple who were taking care of 40 orphans they had rescued from the streets.   When Brooks met them, the kids were shoeless,  surviving on rice, and sleeping on a cement floor in a 3 bedroom house.  But the kids seemed to be very, very happy.  They were laughing and tumbling around, thanks to donations as a result of the pictures he posted on the web, the kids now sleep on bunk beds, the kitchen has supplies including food,  a water tank and there is now  an awning to deflect  the sun.



Are you going to Cancun, Mexico for a holiday?  Brookes would encourage you to go to one of 3 orphanages within driving distance of the tourist area, and help out there for a day.


Rather than simply giving gifts of money, Brooks shows up and says, “Here I am, what I can help you create?”   And then, together, they create what the people need and want.  Brooks is clear,  “You build on their idea, not what you think they need.”


Over the past several years, traveling on a budget of about $20 a day, Brooks has given away clothing, wheelchairs, bikes water jugs, and chickens.  “Chickens are kind of a universal theme,” he says, “almost everybody is better off with a new chicken.”


In Uganda, Brooks met an old man who was living alone in a straw hut, unable to walk and with very little food.  When asked what he most needed, the man said he would like to live in the nearby village so he wouldn't feel so isolated.  Over the next 2 weeks, assisted by villagers, Brooks helped to build a thatched roof mud hut for the man, a communal chicken coop which he filled with chickens, and a beehive colony to help the villagers establish a source of income.  It is what they said they needed, and Barton worked with them, helping them to achieve their goals.


Barton Brooks claims that he is the luckiest man on the planet.


Lawrence Scanlan lives in Kingston.  He has just completed a book called A Year of Living Generously – dispatches from the front lines of philanthropy.  He has worked for the Kingston Whig Standard, Harrowsmith Magazine and radio programs such as Morningside and Writers & Company.  Scanlan took a year's sabbatical to consider the notion of philanthropy from a philosophical and at the same time a very practical perspective. He went searching for answers and discovered the new face of philanthropy, its players, its politics, its undeniable satisfactions and its fundamental perils.  He worked as a volunteer for a month in 12 different places, in Canada, the US, and Africa.  Scanlan argues passionately for greater connection and genuine commitment from us all, when it comes to helping those less fortunate.  Craig Kielgburger says, “By stressing the profound impact of simple acts of kindness, Scanlan shows us that we all have the power to create a better world.”


'Your Lord and teacher has washed your feet, you should wash one another's....whoever wants to be master of all must be servant of all.

'Whoever believes in me, will do the works that I do

'If a brother or sister is naked or hungry can you simply say to them, 'go in peace',  'keep warm',  'eat your fill'.???    Faith without works is dead.  Where there is the evidence of your work, there too will be the evidence of your faith in God 


'Just as you feed, and clothe and give water, and visit, and take care of any of my children who are in need, you take care of me...blessed are you


Many people can write a check, and that is helpful.  Getting involved financially, or by sharing our time and talent can make all the difference in the world... to the provider of the help, and to the one being helped.  Philanthropy does not mean prosperous people giving away their surplus wealth.  There is a deeper investment than that.   Scanlan writes,  “Philanthropy means love for humankind.  It has to do with words like benevolence, generosity, humanitarianism, public-spiritedness, altruism, social conscience, charity, unselfishness, compassion.


The notion of tithing, the story of the Good Samaritan, the life of Jesus -all examples of benevolence, or philanthropy.  The term Zakah is one of the 5 pillars of Islam.  It means obligatory giving.  The tzedakah or call to charity comes from Judaism.

We hear the term pro bono which is short for pro bono publico, which means for the public good, a freely offered public service.


A person does not need to be a Christian to do philanthropic work, but if you are a Christian, then philanthropy, love for humankind, will be evidenced in your life all over the place.  Living out our faith, responding to God's call upon our lives, following the example of Jesus Christ, that is simply the lens through which we see life and our place in it.  And our place is philanthropic- love of humankind.


There are endless organizations through which we can invest.  There are so many ways we can share ourselves, our talents, our finances - Presbyterians Sharing, Presbyterian World Service and Development, our local operating budget for this congregation.   A vibrant, elderly couple from my swim team went to Guatemala for 2 weeks to work with the kids and their families who spend their day picking through the dumps to find food and something to sell so that they can buy food. There is no end to the opportunities we have to share our time, talent and treasure....globally, nationally, and locally.   The opportunities to strive to address injustices and acute needs for food, clean water, shelter, medical care, education...the problems are huge and the call for responses can be overwhelming.  


I continue to be torn between Stephen Lewis and Dambisa Mayo from Zambia.  I think perhaps I land somewhere in the middle.  Ideas and pathways to solutions need to come from those most directly affected.  Perhaps we can be part of the solution by helping to provide, to some extent, that which they cannot provide, which we have in abundance.  Without disabling others, without fostering dependence, perhaps we can work along side those in need to support them in their struggle for their independence and access to food, shelter, medical care and education.  Helping others to stand on their own feet!

Whether we choose to live in solidarity with those who call the Kanata Food Cupboard each month, or those who stand outside on the streets near the mission and the Shepherds of  Good Hope, or those who need nets to prevent malaria or drugs so they might live with HIV/Aids, or those who walk miles to find clean drinking water,  we need always to remind  ourselves that  first and foremost, we respond because it is God's call upon our lives.  To learn and live out what it means to love one another....all one anothers....to find acceptable ways to take care of those less fortunate....to have the heart of a servant...and in calling our faith to action, it is God whom we serve.


Are you living the life you want to live right now?  Are you making the difference in this world that you want to make?

God bless you on your journey as you strive to walk with others on theirs.

Amen 
