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We have been highlighting some 'religious' or 'church' words lately.  Are you familiar with the word 'discernment'?  It is used a fair bit  in the church, usually in the context of  'discerning God's will for our lives', figuring out what God wants of us, trying to determine if we should choose door number 1, 2 or 3.  When someone is considering going into the ministry, it is important to go through what we refer to as a process of discernment.  But also, when any of us are wrestling with decisions in our lives, we should seek to discern what God would have us do.  It is really a fancy word for the acronym that has become so popular WWJD.


Today's Scripture, often referred to the passage of Transfiguration, is an example of Jesus himself in the process  of discernment......trying to figure out what God wanted him to do.  He had a good idea, but he wanted to make sure he was headed in the right direction.  He was quite sure that God's will for him was to go to Jerusalem where there were many who wanted to crucify him for heresy and treason.  The Roman and Jewish authorities knew that he was perceived to be the long awaited Messiah.  This was a huge threat to them.  He knew that heading into Jerusalem would lead him to the cross.  He was reluctant but willing to do this, but he needed to make sure that this was indeed God's will.


So, as he often did, Jesus went up into the hills with his 3 trusted disciples to pray and to discern God's will for his path.  We often find Jesus with Peter, James and John, and today is no different.


So here is Jesus, wanting to make quite sure, beyond all doubt that he was doing what God wanted him to do.  He had to make sure that it was God's will that he should go to the Cross.  It was certainly not something he wanted to do, but obedience to God was always his priority.  Jesus never took a step without consulting God, so the biggest step of all certainly required consultation and clarification.  So up to Mt. Hermon the 4 of them went so that Jesus could ask, “What does God want me to do?”


If we look at the map for a moment, we spoke about the Sermon on the Mount taking place just north of the Sea of Galilee near Capernaum and that is where the Church of the Beatitudes stands to this day.  If you see Caesarea-Philippi marked on the map, Mt. Hermon is about 14 miles to the north of that.  So all the things we have been speaking about regarding the Sermon on the Mount and the Beatitudes, and today, the Mt. of Transfiguration, took place in this vicinity. 


So it was here that Jesus did not ask, “What do I want to do?”, but rather,  “What does God want me to do?”


That is a difficult question to ask.  The previous question is often, so much easier, both to ask and to answer.


There is a song in the previous Book of Praise that says in essence, “Thy way, not my way O Lord.  No matter how dark it is, lead me by your own hand.  You choose the path for me.  You choose for me God so that I will do the right thing.  May my choices be your choices Lord!  You be my guide.  I want to rely on your strength, your wisdom, not my own.


If Jesus himself, refusing to rely only on his own thinking and feeling, took his decisions to God, should you and I not be even more inclined to do so?


So there he goes, up the mountain, to spend time with God, and to seek God's will, God's direction for his life.


What do you think is going to happen next?  Will he see some friendly ancient grandfather type, who in fact is God?  Will he see a flash of fire and  hear a voice from within?  Will there be an earthquake and Mt. Hermon will come tumbling down?  What can we expect when one heads off to spend time with God and get some good godly advice?  


So there they are on the mountain when who should appear but Moses and Elijah.  If we take any time to study the Old Testament, it becomes apparent that both Moses and Elijah had their most intimate encounters with God on a mountain top.  On Mt. Sinai, Moses received the 10 Commandments from God and when he came down, he did not realize that his face shone.  Elijah was on Mt. Horeb and he found God, not in the wind, not in the earthquake, but in the still small voice.  Moses died a lonely death on Mt Nebo.  Elijah took his leave in a chariot and horses of fire.  These two figures, who now appeared on Mt. Hermon with Jesus, were men who seemed too great to die.


It should also be mentioned that Elijah was thought, in Jewish faith, to be the forerunner and the herald of the Messiah.  Some Jewish teachers believed that when the Messiah came, he would be accompanied by Moses.  So you can just imagine what Peter, James and John must have thought and how overwhelmed they must have been to see their teacher standing there with these two icons of the faith!


Now recently, I have been encouraging you to find out if one gospel account appears in any other gospel.  If we turn from Matthew's gospel we will find this story recounted in both Mark and Luke.  Luke tells us that Moses and Elijah spoke with Jesus about his departure and what he would accomplish this in Jerusalem.  


So not only did the greatest law giver and the greatest prophet assure Jesus that he was on the right path, the very voice of God came from heaven, affirming Jesus and the others, that he was in fact, the son of God, the Beloved, the one in whom God was well pleased.  The voice came from the bright cloud overhead, the shechinah.  Discernment was happening.  An answer to Jesus' question was becoming abundantly clear.     It is interesting to note, that to this day, Mt. Hermon is notorious for the phenomenon of clouds coming and leaving quickly.  From the company of Moses and Elijah, and the voice from that cloud, Jesus knew what he had to do.  This was a profoundly powerfully spiritual moment for Jesus.  He was now clearer than he had ever been, as to the road which lay before him.  It was not a road he wanted to take, but a road he knew he must take.  


It is rarely that clear for us, yet I doubt that our discernment process is rarely that intentional and deliberate.    We may ask the WWJD question, but it is really just a fleeting consideration.  We may pray about it, but just casually.  We probably don't participate in spiritual disciplines like fasting, but none of this stops us from wanting a crystal clear answer to our questions and we want the answer yesterday.  We really need to ask ourselves, how seriously we really want to know what God wants us to do and what are we prepared to do in order to discern His will.  And if, like Jesus in this case, His will is not our first or even second choice, if in fact we do not like what we think God may be telling us to do, what we do then.


And yet we pray,  “Thy will be done.”

Discerning God's will for our lives - a great deal to consider here.”

God's grace and peace to you as you prepare to ask yourself the tough questions.

Amen    
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