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This is one of the most poignant and memorable scenes in all of Scripture and I know that each one of us comes to it with certain fixed perceptions.  Just like we imagine that Eve tempted Adam to eat an apple, and there is never any mention of an apple in that story, we read certain things into this Palm Sunday passage that may or may not be there.


Some of you know already that whenever you read a passage from Scripture, particularly in the gospels, other Scriptures are referenced. So I encourage you at some point, to have a look at today's passage, Luke 19:28-40, and then to read how Matthew, Mark and John treat this event.  You will find those references to the other books when you open the Bible to Luke 19:28-40.


Jesus and his followers knew it was potentially very dangerous for them to go to Jerusalem especially during Passover, but he knew he must.  It has always intrigued me that he sent 2 disciples into town, and told them exactly where they would find a donkey tied, that they would tell the owner why they were taking it, and that this would be ok.  This part of the story is not exactly the same in all gospels.  But how did Jesus know that there would be a donkey in this particular spot, that it would be a young donkey, and that the disciples would get permission to bring it?  I also wonder why it was significant that this donkey had never been ridden.

In Luke, the disciples throw their cloaks on the back of the donkey and on the road.  Luke tells us that there is a whole multitude of disciples there, praising God.  No longer, are the disciples just the 12.  Earlier, Luke reports that there are 70  and in Acts we learn that there are at least 120 disciples.  The multitudes of disciples here are lining the street.  They are joyful and they are singing out in praise.  In Luke there are no Palm branches, and no Hosannas.


Then we learn that some Pharisees were there in the crowd.  They approach Jesus and tell him to quiet the disciples.  They must tone this parade down.


I always imagined that was because the Pharisees were threatened by Jesus and now by his followers.  They wanted to squash this party.  Parades, noise, cheering, singing out...., all in the name of this imposture who claimed to be the son of God....the Messiah...no, this would not be tolerated!!


But in studying the passage this week I was reminded that Nicodemus and a band of other Pharisees were previously intrigued by Jesus.  They wondered if he truly might be the One.  Not all the Pharisees hated him and were threatened by him.  Many were inspired by his teachings, the miracles he performed, the healings and his very presence.  The fact is, that Jesus, like so many thousands of others, had entered Jerusalem to observe and be part of Passover,.  So the population of Jerusalem exploded for this brief period.  Pilgrims from all over came to worship. Pilate returned to oversee the city.  Roman authorities beefed up the troops for fear of public demonstrations and  unwanted activity.  There were all sorts of potential in this stressful environment, for all sorts of things to go terribly wrong.


These Pharisees who came to speak with Jesus as he passed through the streets, with throngs of followers celebrating his presence, had really come to silence the crowd.  But they wanted to silence the crowd, not in an adversarial, punitive manner, but rather a friendly caution.  They knew that the Roman authorities would crack down on Jesus and his followers for little or no reason.  They knew that Herod wanted Jesus killed.  This warning to Jesus and his disciples from the Pharisees was a sign of their support for Him, and perhaps even their belief, that He was in fact, the Son of God.


So here we are, in the midst of this familiar story, this familiar parade, these familiar sounds.  Jesus is being obedient to the will of God, who leads him into Jerusalem.  Disciples, followers, those who believe that Jesus is in fact the Son of God, form a procession, a parade.  They participate with him in this journey.  They descend into the city and they descend into this week with Him.  Some Pharisees come to warn them to be quiet and to be awful.


So many years later, as we see this story in picture form in our minds eye, we need to ask ourselves, where are we in all of this?  Like the Pharisees, do we want him to be quiet, tone it down, don't get caught?  Are we like the owner of the donkey who says, “Yes, you can use my colt, but I am too busy to join in”?   Are we like the Roman authorities who are threatened that this man and his gang might rock our boat?  Are we like the disciples, who get excited, who spread their cloaks out on the donkey and on the street, shouting, “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!”  Are we waving palm branches and encouraging others to come and join us?   Or, is that us, lurking in the shadows, hiding in the bushes -watching from a distance, wondering, considering?


Holy Week is here.  The journey is about to heat up.  How will you be part of it?

Grace and peace to you.

     Amen   
