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I want you to think in your life, of who you know that needs to be assured and reassured, again and again.  Who do you know that needs frequent reminding that they did a good job, that they are loved, that they are a good person?  We all need it to some extent, but some of us need it more.


That is part of what is going on in this passage from Isaiah.  God has to find different ways of saying the same thing again and again.  And his message through the prophet Isaiah is this.

“I love you.  I will do anything for you.  I will always forgive you.  I will never abandon you.  I will never give up on you.”  


He tries to say all this through Isaiah in another way.  He tries to help them understand by appreciating that there is a context here, a history.  This relationship goes back a long way. “Remember all that I have done for your father and his father before that.  I will do even more than that.” 


And through Isaiah, he tries to say all this in yet another way.  He tries to help them to understand that this love for them of which he speaks, has some authority and power, and some endurance to it.  “I am the Holy One.  I am the Lord, your Redeemer.  I am the Holy One of Israel.  I am the King.”   This is big stuff.  This is coming from someone who created the whole world.  


In so many ways, God is trying to convince his people here that he will not forsake the work of his own hands......them.

    God longs for his people to have hope.  Something new is on the way.  He is in no way dismissing the reality that there have been difficult times.  But things are different now.  Tears will change to joy.  Gestures of God's extravagant love and devotion are all around.  God has a future for his people and it is beautiful.


The prophet Isaiah says there are times to look back.  Sometimes in retrospect it is helpful for us, and sometimes easier to see how God has been there in the trials and tribulations and blessings of the past.  But there are also times to look forward.  


The phrase, “Do not remember”, serves two purposes.  It invites the people of Israel to set aside the disaster of exile....something they and their people knew only too well.  But this 'do not remember' phrase, also encourages the listeners,  to not assume God will always work in the same ways.  


Did you notice in this passage that the creation imagery of Isaiah is extraordinary?    The earth is given voice.  Isaiah does not simply say that God does things that create change in creation.  But in verse 20, creation itself responds to and with the creative activity of God.  God's word through Isaiah here, invites us to consider what it might mean for people of faith to listen for the voice and witness of the earth.


Last week I had the chance to experience something of the beauty of God's creation in the natural world.  Out on cross country ski trails through a silent wood, the sun streaming through between the trees, shadows being cast across my path, the beautiful quiet, the crystal white snow, the sing of my skis sailing down the hills.  This was a time of encouragement and affirmation and renewal for me.


I also had occasions to go downhill skiing and just standing at the very top of the mountain, looking out over the various ski runs, beyond that to the town below, and beyond that to the vastness of Georgian Bay -  The beauty of God's creation and how creation can speak to us of the wonder of God.


Toward the end of this passage we read about God “forming' His people.  It is a translation of the same Hebrew word of fashioning Adam.  Formation happens in all sorts of ways.  Community is formed, and that is also an act of God.  Fashioning and forming do require a certain readiness on the part of a person.  Not all of the exiles chose to return.


God continues to be in the work of forming community.  The phrase “Do not remember” may be a clue to us that our call, like theirs, involves a decision to stop living in the past and start living toward God's new ways.


If you and I do believe that somehow, even in Mystery, God is present in our world, and then we must also be on the look out.  Be on the lookout for invitations and encouragements for us to move forward.  Be looking and listening for  to new possibilities to recognize His presence among us.  Prepare yourselves for the difference He is longing to make in our lives.

Amen  

