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1 Kings 19:1-15    


  To say that King Ahab's wife Jezebel was a strong woman, is an understatement.  Between she and Ahab, she certainly wore the pants in the family.  Fredrick Beuchner, in “Peculiar Treasures” suggests that while most people have a cross to bear, King Ahab had two.  One was the prophet Elijah and the other was his wife Jezebel.   Ahab feared his own wife, and Elijah feared her even more.


I want to encourage you today to read chapter 17 of 1 Kings...it really helps us to understand the relationship between Elijah, Ahab, and Jezebel.  When we start at chapter 21 today, we know that Elijah has killed all of the false prophets, the prophets of Baal.  Jezebel however, believed that they had the true way.  Ahab was shocked when he saw what Elijah had destroyed them and raced off to tell Jezebel.  Immediately she vowed to bring a horrible but certain death upon Elijah for what he had done. When Elijah got this message he was terrified and he left immediately to escape to Judah where he believed he would be safe.  Elijah was forlorn.  All alone, fearing for his life,  he wanted to die.  But Elijah was ministered to, by God's angels.  His hope, his strength, his attitude, and his faith were restored.  Elijah traveled to Mt.  Horeb, which was known as the Mt. of God. and found a place to stay in a cave, where he spent the night.  


And God called out to Elijah and he asked,  “Elijah, what are you doing here?”


And then Elijah let God have it.  His big “Woe is Me “story about how much of a victim he was. “God I have done so much for you.  I have loved you with all my heart.  The Israelites have broken the promises they made with you.  They have smashed and rejected everything that is meant to remind us of you.  They even killed your prophets in brutal attacks.  So now there is just me, and I am hiding, trying to save my life.  I don't deserve this.”


So the voice of God tells Elijah to go out onto the mountain, because the Lord is about to pass by.  Suddenly there was a great rushing wind, so powerful that it split the mountain and broke the rocks.  After the wind there was an earthquake, and after the earthquake a fire.  But the Lord was not in any of this.   After all of this, there was sheer silence.  Tentatively, Elijah moved out to the mouth of the cave.  Then a voice came to him, asking him what he was doing there?  After he responded, describing his fearfulness, God spoke to him and assured Elijah that he is to carry on in his ministry.  There are others who will be anointed for this ministry and in the end, the Israelites who have not given their lives to the gods of Baal will not only survive, but flourish.  God was encouraging Elijah to be strong, to have faith, to carry on.  


Can you relate to Elijah in any way?  Can you recall a time in your life when as hard as you tried to do the right thing, it just did not go well?  Can you recall a time in your life when you felt the terror of fear?  Perhaps it has been in a medical diagnosis, or a terrible accident, or the threat of a job loss or the illness of a child.  Fear feels horrible.


God did not speak to Elijah in the roar of the wind, or the chaos of an earthquake, or the intensity of a great fire.  God spoke to Elijah in that still small voice, in the depths of silence.  And God encouraged Elijah, comforted him, supported him, and invited him.   Even though Elijah was shaking in his boots, God enveloped Elijah in grace.  God nourished him, sustained him, reached out to him in the depths of his despair and aloneness.


Although you couldn't tell just by looking around here and seeing all the smiling faces, the confident postures, the focused poses, every one of us has encountered fear-filled moments, insecurity, lack of courage, lack of faith.  At times, we may even wonder if the journey is even worth the effort.  But God asks us, as He asked Elijah, to step out of the cave, and into His presence.  God asked Elijah amid the chaos to just wait, and listen in the silence to His still small voice.  


What does any of this mean to you today?  What is going on in your life that this Elijah experience speaks to?  What does it mean for you to put yourself into God's presence?  How does one even do that?  Where can you go to hear the empowering voice of God that gives you strength? 


The Luke passage comes immediately following the recording of Jesus calming the storm and now we see him calming this tortured man.  The power of God to quiet our lives is  evident and is witnessed by all who saw His healing power.  God's love for his people, once more, proclaimed.


So the question for today is:  What do you want God to do for you?   How are you stepping out into His presence?  How are you listening for God to speak into your life?  Are you really listening, even in the silence for that still small voice?

Amen
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