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1 Kings 21:1-21


In the world of horse racing, The Triple Crown includes, The Kentucky Derby, The Belmont Stakes, and the Preakness. At each of those races, hundreds, perhaps thousands of people find their way to a betting booth where they make some choices or decisions.   They hand over their money, and indicate to the person inside the booth, the name of the horse they are betting on, and where they hope it will finish...win, place, or show.  They make some decisions – to place a bet or not, how much money to bet which horse, which place?  Those choices or decisions result in consequences.  If they choose well, wisely, and with some good fortune, the consequences will be good.  If not, they will suffer the result of poor decisions -consequences.


Raise your hand if you have ever made a good decision.  Raise your hand if you have ever made a bad decision.  Sometimes we make bad decisions.  Often times, when the consequences of our bad decision are being realized, upon ourselves or others, we feel terrible and we wish that we could have the moment back.  But we never can.  We cannot turn back time.  A harsh word spoken, an unkind  deed done, a good thought not acted upon, - the moment can never be recovered.  It affects our lives, and almost always, it affects the lives of others.


I want you to listen to this song by Paul Kelly who expresses this very sentiment in his song entitled, “If I Could Start Today Again”.  The rich and powerful are not exempt. Kings and Queens are not exempt and cannot turn back time.  None of us can unsay or undo all we say and do.  But there are times when we would love to just start the day all over from the very beginning.  Can you relate to this?   (Listen to the CD)


Naboth is a man who loves his vineyard.  The land has been in his family for generations.  It borders the palace grounds of King Ahab who wants that land so he can turn it into a garden.  But Naboth feels very sentimental about his ancestral land and is not willing to part with it.  However, King Ahab has a scheming wife Jezebel who comes up with an evil plan.  Before Ahab even knew of her plan, Naboth was dead and the land was Ahab's.  Unspeakable consequences came to Jezebel, Ahab, and his household.  Decisions have consequences.


When we read the Psalmist in Psalm 5, he knows that the Lord is not a fan of evil.  The Psalmist wants to do the right thing and make the right decisions.  He is relying on the Lord to lead him the right way.  


The passage from Luke is a familiar one to many.  Jesus is invited to the home of a Pharisee, a wealthy man, a man who loves God and who knows the laws of God well.  A woman described as sinful enters and takes care of Jesus by wiping his tear soaked feet with her hair.  The Pharisee, the host of the dinner, did not welcome Jesus with kindness and hospitality.  He showed no sign of humility and thankfulness that Jesus even accepted his invitation to be his guest.


The last time you hosted someone to your home, how did you do?  Did you welcome them warmly at the door?   Did you help them off with their coat and boots, and relieve them of anything they may have been carrying?  Did you tell them how glad you were to see them and how much you appreciated them for coming?  Some people are very good at this and set the tone for a lovely time together.  Some people have the attitude that the guest is fortunate to have been asked and they are the ones who should be showing appreciation for being invited!


Jesus is indicating that it is a two way street.  Both the host and the invited guest should show appreciation, humility and thankfulness.

But the Pharisee is appalled that Jesus is allowing this woman of the night to fuss over him.  Jesus reminds the Pharisee that she is doing the right thing.  She is making the right choices here, and not only that, but she is aware of and filled with sorrow for some poor decisions she has made in her life.  She is truly sorry and she wants to be forgiven.  Jesus forgives her.  


Jezebel was not sorry for her bad choices.  King Ahab was.  The Pharisee was not sorry for his bad choices.  The sinful woman was.  King Ahab and the sinful woman were shown God's mercy.


God loves us not because we are perfect and always make all the right choices.  God loves us because we are His children and a parent never stops loving their children.  God never gives up on us.  But, following the example of Jesus Christ and the movement of the Holy Spirit in our life, God longs for us to make good choices, good decisions.  It takes some humility on our part, to admit it when we have made a bad decision.  But God is always ready to forgive a repentant heart.  The slate is wiped clean and we can begin all over again.


The Pharisees were about keeping the law, living by the rules, hard and fast.  But Jesus came to show another way.  Grace.  Faith.  Asking ourselves what the kind and loving thing to do is, and then doing it.


So many days we wish we could start over again.  So many moments we wish we could take back.  It is the story of the human condition and our capacity for both good and evil.  As Jesus disciples, we are constantly challenged to seek congruity among our faith, our words, and our actions.  God cares about us and the decisions we make.  Are we making choices that are just?  Life giving?  Fair? Compassionate?  Loving?  What would Jesus do?  Are we following that example?
Amen       
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