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Matthew 4:12-25   

The passage for today is known as “Jesus' Call to His Disciples”.  When you hear the word disciple, what  words come to mind?  


Disciple really means learner, or pupil.  When it comes to God and Jesus and the Holy Spirit, would you say that you are a learner, or pupil or student?  Then you are a disciple!


When we look carefully at this passage, we could spend some time concerned with the arrest of John the Baptist by Herod. Jesus' immediate response to that news was to withdraw.  That's interesting.


We could spend some time making the connection from the Old Testament, the words of the prophet Isaiah, and how Jesus' fulfilled those words.  That's interesting.


And we could spend time reflecting on the notion that it seems that when Jesus called out to these fishermen, whom he did not know,   “Come, follow me an I will make you fish for people.”, that immediately they left their nets and followed him.  This happens not once, but twice, first to Peter and Andrew, and then James and John.  Immediately they left their nets.  That's interesting.


But what I want us to focus on today is this- they left their nets.  I don't care that it was perhaps immediate.  I don't care that Jesus apparently did not even know these people.  In fact I don't even care that they were fishermen....or that they were men.  What I care about is that they left their nets.  They made a change.  They changed their focus, their attitude, how they spent the majority of their time and energy and talent and resources.  They became disciples...students, pupils, learners.  As disciples, let's consider where and how we spend the majority of our time, energy, talent and resources.  


It has often been said that no one, on their death bed, ever said, “I wish I had spent more time at the office.”  It is an old and perhaps tired phrase, but it is so true.  The trap that we so easily fall into though is the notion that as the song from Fame says, “I'm going to live forever.”  We get seduced into either believing that or at least ignoring the corollary of that.  We are not going to live forever....none of us is.  So even though we have heard again and again that life is not a dress rehearsal, we stay engaged in this phase of 'getting ready', preparing to live, preparing to retire, preparing to get educated enough, and skilled enough, and ready enough.   I'll spend more time with the kids, my partner, my parents, my friends after.....  I'll learn such and such as soon as …..There are too many other things I 'have to do' before I can get to what 'I want to do'.    And so we stay in the nest, not ready to fly.  Not ready to move out, or on, or away.  Not ready to change.

       Now is the time to determine what the priorities in our life are.  Now is the time to do what we know we need to do.  Now is the time to invest ourselves in what we believe is of utmost importance.



These 4 men, Peter, his brother Andrew, and James and his brother John knew about fishing, but not much else.    They had not been to any sacred school for a religious education.    But ultimately, fishing nets could not satisfy.  Livelihood is not life.  They craved wider seas.  Often  that describes the human condition.  Trying to escape our discontent with what is.  Knowing somehow there is more.  Trying to find a sense of completeness.  Trying to live a life that matters.  Really matters.


For some reason or another, the disciples believed that this call from Jesus would satisfy their longings.  “Come, follow me.”  They heard the call and they responded.  These 4 men were used to wrestling with storms in darkness, cold rain and threatening winds.  They knew about the sea, the weather, and fish.  That is pretty much all they knew.  Yet, they believed this man was worth  leaving all that they knew, and follow him.  His enthusiasm was contagious, his confidence caught their loyalty, and his tenderness gained their love.  He was a man, but his divine essence called to the depths of their souls.  These 4 left all that was familiar, and comfortable, and safe.  They left their home and their livelihood for a movement that knew no bounds.


There comes a time in all our lives when science, and logic and reason will take us only so far....and we surrender to the unknown, the mystery, the love.  We don't know what lies ahead, but we know that on our own, we can go no further, and so we leap, into the unknown, into the mystery, into the love.


I am taken with the passage from The Shack where Mack is at the Shack and he walks to the lake and out on the dock with Jesus.  He watches as Jesus steps off the dock and out onto the water and begins to walk across the lake.  He has no confidence that he can do likewise, even though Jesus calls him, and assures him that it will be alright.  Eventually Mack concedes and walks across the water.   Now and again you and I are willing to walk to the end of the dock.  It is that next step we have a problem with.


On Friday, the daily devotional from the Presbyterian Church in Canada was about a horse named Willie.  Willie was purchased by a farmer who lived very close by.  But when Willie got moved to his new home, he could still see and hear his horse friends with whom he used to live.  Willie liked a lot about his new home, but he missed his old horse friends, his old surroundings, and his old ways.  Willie kept busting out of his new surroundings and running back to his old place...his old home and all that was familiar and comfortable.   


Leaving what we know can be difficult.  Leaving behind even a small part of who we are is difficult.  It can be frightening and uncomfortable.  When we make a spiritual shift, it is the same.  Some of us are not accustomed to thinking of ourselves as a child of God, or a disciple, or loved, or forgiven.  When have you ever described yourself to anyone else as a disciple?  When have you ever told someone else that you know you are loved, or that you know you are forgiven?  We are reluctant to claim these truths.  So when the light of God's grace shines upon our lives, sometimes we aren't even able to recognize ourselves.  We can see it in others, but it is more difficult to own that reality in our own lives.....our false modesty perhaps.  It is the light of God's compassion that enables, and in fact causes us to see the poor, the marginalized, the oppressed, in a new way.  It is God's compassion that enables us to be kind, patient, and generous when we might be tempted to  react otherwise.


   Becoming the person that God calls us to become is a process, it is a journey.  It has a beginning to be sure, but it also has middle, and eventually an end.  For Peter and Andrew, James and John it began the moment they left....left their nets, left their boats, left that familiar place and that familiar way of life.  They began their spiritual journey.  They began their discipleship, their time of learning, their time of being a student.  We all know there is no end to learning, but there is a time of beginning.  Sometimes we begin, and later on, we have to begin again.  Like the fishermen, it is a response to God's call upon our lives, to come and follow Him.  


    As I often say, each one of us here is at a different, unique place on our spiritual journey.  Some of you know a lot about the Bible, others very little.  Some of you have an intimate relationship with the Divine. Some of you are craving that.  Some of you are wrestling.  Some of you are really not that interested.   For some of you, you are stuck in your head, and reluctant to listen and act from the heart.  Some of you feel loved and forgiven.  Others feel you don't deserve to be loved or forgiven.


Today, we are talking about God's call upon your life....it is a call to begin, or to begin again...it is a call to come, and follow in His way.  I want you to listen to this prayer, and determine which of these words apply to you.  


Jesus said:  “Follow me and live the ways of God.  To you who feel secure in faith and you who have doubts and skepticisms, Jesus says, follow me.  To you who feel capable and unencumbered by responsibilities and you who are insecure and overwhelmed, Jesus says, follow me.  To you who have been faithful in your commitments and you who have failed, Jesus says, follow me.  This is a time for new starts and renewed starts; a time to follow more deeply, the loving ways of God.    


We respond to God's call in all sorts of ways...sometimes big and dramatic and instantly life changing.  More often, it is baby steps.  Bit by bit.


There are 4 places in the sanctuary where you will find little tea lights.  We often talk about Jesus as being the Light of the World.  It is that light to whom we are called.  It is that light, big or small which lives within each one of us. 


 If you are at a place in your own spiritual journey, where you have heard or felt God's call upon your life, I invite you, on your own time, to come forward and acknowledge that symbolically  by lighting one of these tea lights.  It signifies the desire to change.  The desire to move.  It signifies your desire to grow...in God's grace, and compassion, and forgiveness and love.  It signifies your desire to grow in your knowledge and love of God. It signifies your own claims to discipleship.   It may require some letting go, leaving something behind.  Some saying goodbye to unhelpful ways of seeing and thinking and feeling and behaving.    Coming forward, and lighting a candle today, is about your desire to be in the company of the one who's name and way is LOVE.

…............................ 
