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I have always encouraged you to read the Bible in context.  Whatever passage you are having a look at, be aware of what precedes it, and what comes after it.  If it is New Testament, where does this story occur in the life of Jesus' ministry?  If it is Old Testament, where does the story occur in the life of God's ministry with his people.  What has just happened?  What follows this passage?


I have also encouraged you to read the Bible with the help of at least one good commentary.  Read the passage a couple of times for yourself, reflect upon it, and then read what one or two Biblical scholars have to say about the passage.


The Book of John is a very rich writing.  There is the story which we read on the surface, and then there is this world of much deeper meaning.  There are all sorts of things going on in this short passage that are really signs which reveal deeper truths.  Jesus is the sign of God among us.  There are all sorts of signs in this passage that reveal to us, something of the nature of Jesus.  


Jesus, his mother, and his disciples were at a wedding in Cana.  The passage preceding this is about Jesus calling the first disciples to follow him.   Mary must have had a special place here, because she had authority to make some decisions about the arrangements.  When the wine ran out, she ordered the servants to do whatever her son told them.


There is no mention of Joseph here.  Scholars believe that he had been dead for some time and that Jesus stayed at home to help his mother look after the younger children.


A wedding feast in Palestine was an important occasion.  The festivities would last for many days and there were many particular rules and customs that went with them.  


This was a happy family and a community celebration. Jesus participated gladly in the festivities.


But something went wrong.  They ran out of wine.  “Without wine, “the rabbis, said, “There is no joy”.  It is not that people got drunk and intoxicated, that would be a sign of disgrace.  They drank their wine mixed with water.  But it would be a terrible humiliation for the bride and bridegroom and their families to fail to provide for their guests what was an essential in that culture, and wine was such an essential.


So Mary finds her son, and tells him about the dilemma and that he should do something.  We hear him say, “Woman, what concern is that to you and me?”  It sounds like a response that is sharp and insolent.  But those who study the language in its original, and its use in that time and place, assure us that it is not disrespectful or curt as we might assume.  Even the use of the term 'woman' could be translated to something much more gentle and appropriate than we might in today's context and culture.


Mary was confident in her son, and told the servants to do as he directed them.  


There were huge water jars available so that guests could draw water from the huge vessels and wash their feet when they entered and wash their hands between each course of the meal.  Jesus asked the servants to fill the jars to the brim with water.  Then they were to take the jars to the steward, or who we might think of as the head waiter or even manager of the event.  He was to taste the 'water'.   When he did, much to his surprise, he declared that it was not water, but wine, and very good wine indeed.

       This is considered to be Jesus' very first miracle.


Jesus' first miracle happened at a wedding feast, a very happy occasion at which Jesus felt very at home.  He was keen to participate in joyous occasions with family and friends and to share in the joy of others-  A good example for us all.


It happened in a humble setting....an ordinary home in a village.  This miracle was not set against some majestic background of wealth and power in the presence of the rich and famous.  God comes into our ordinary places and shows us that this is where our best should be served and enjoyed; this is where God becomes known and honoured.


Why did this miracle happen?  To save a humble family from Cana from the hurt of embarrassment, Jesus used his power.  Sympathy and kindness are never out of style.  It is one thing to do the big thing at the big moment.  It is quite another to do the big thing on a simple, honest occasion such as this.  


During the retelling of the Christmas story, we saw once again, the trust that this young frightened girl put in God.  Here is Mary, so many years later, putting her trust in her son.  Even when she did not understand what Jesus was going to do, even when it seemed that he had refused her request, Mary still believed in him so much that she turned to the servants and told them to do whatever he asked.  Mary had faith to trust, even when she could not understand.


John is clear that there are 6 stone water pots in this home.  Does that tell you anything?  For Jews, 7 is the number that is complete and perfect.  6 is unfinished, imperfect.    Jesus came to do away with the imperfection of the Jewish law and to put in their place the new wine of the gospel of grace.


 This sign or symbolism would not have been lost to the Jewish culture from which and to whom John was writing.


6 pots holding 20-30 gallons....perhaps 180 gallons of wine!   Have you ever been to a wedding where that much wine was consumed?  John does not mean for us to take the story literally, but to know that God's grace is more than sufficient.  No need on earth could ever exhaust the grace of Christ.


In Jesus, the imperfections become perfection and His grace is more than sufficient for every need.

`
To the Greeks, John is trying to help them to understand that Jesus has come to do what they have always dreamed their gods would do.

         To the Jews, John is trying to help them to understand that Jesus has come to turn the imperfection of the law into the perfection of grace.


Throughout  his gospel, John is not merely trying to share with us the signs and wonders, and the miracles  that Jesus  did once upon a time,  way back when, but rather what Jesus  can do in the lives of men and women in every time and place.


John wrote his words 70 years after Jesus had been crucified.  He had time to think about and meditate upon and remember and to become aware of significance and meaning that had been missed by those who wrote closer to the time.   For John, wherever Jesus went, whoever Jesus touched, it was like water turning to wine.  That's what Jesus can do to your life and to mine....make the ordinary become the extraordinary, make just another day seem like just another fantastic opportunity, make just another life become something rich and joyful, and special.  There are 2 people in my life who wake up every morning excited about what the day might hold.  They can't wait to get start to see what fun they are going to have, all the things they are going to accomplish, all the people they will get to have contact with!

God's grace, and love, and compassion offer us that same vitality.  Water can be transformed into wine! 

May it be so, for you and for me!
Amen 
