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Matthew 6:24-334   

       If you are reading through the  Book of  Matthew and get to chapter 5, the title is Jesus Gives the Sermon on the Mount and it begins with the Beatitudes....the Blessed are they passage.  But when we refer to the Sermon on the Mount, that is only the beginning.  Biblical Scholars tell us that Chapters 5 through 7 comprise the Sermon on the Mount.  So all the sermons I have been preaching on for the past few weeks are from the Sermon on the Mount....salt and light,  the law, anger, loving enemies, the Lord's Prayer (which I did not preach on)  is found in chapter 6 and then finally today's message.


It is nearly unanimous among Biblical scholars, that Matthew groups Jesus' sayings together in compatible sections, rather than records things chronologically.  And although these Scripture passages are referred to as the Sermon on the Mount, there are no real mountains in this part of Galilee, although there are several large hills and those of you who have been fortunate enough to travel to this area will attest to that.  At the north end of the Sea of Galilee, there is a natural amphitheater, and the Church of the Beatitudes is built there near Capernaum.  It is likely that many of these events happened there.


Biblical scholars believe that the reference to Jesus 'going up the mountain to preach', is a deliberate reference to Moses, going up Mt. Sinai to receive the 10 Commandments and that Jesus words in the Sermon on the Mt are meant to be an affirmation and an interpretation of Moses' words to the people, or what we refer to as Mosaic law.  Hence, Jesus, breathing new life into these laws, putting them in the context of the day, re-interpreting them, brought him into confrontation with the religious authorities of the day, the Pharisees, the Sadducees, and the scribes.


Today's passage, the final section of the Sermon on the Mount, is an encouragement for us to strive first, above all things for the kingdom of God.  This is an odd and often misunderstood term, 'the kingdom of God'.  We need to be clear that it is being used in a metaphorical sense.  This was not a case of Jesus trying to compete with Rome or Jerusalem to establish his rule in a political or geographical kingdom, although those in authority were never so sure of that.  Any talk about 'kingdom' not approved by the emperor may have sounded like treason to them.  They understood kingdom, as a region or a political state.


Remember when Pilate says to Jesus, “I am not a Jew.  Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me.  What have you done?”

Jesus answered,  “My kingdom is not from this world”

In Luke 17 we hear Jesus saying, “The kingdom of God is not coming with things that can be observed; nor will they say, “Look, here it is!, or “There it is!”  For, in fact, the kingdom of God is among you.

Matthew 18- Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.

Mark 10 - Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 

John 3 - Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and spirit.”


We can hardly imagine the emotional impact the word Kingdom  once carried.  Long before the tie of Jesus, anyone attempting to live outside a kingdom was subject to perpetual chaos.  Their property was not safe from theft, and they were not safe from dangerous men.  A kingdom meant a geographical region or a political affiliation.  What went with it, was established order, protection from enemies, enforcement of contracts, and dependable procedures.  A kingdom kept the chaos at bay.


So when Jesus used the 'kingdom metaphor', the Roman and Jewish authorities certainly perceived this as a threat.  When Jesus suggested that peace could come through justice, not power, they took that as a challenge to their authority.

       In all He said and did, Jesus challenged conventional ways of understanding status and achievement.  With the Spirit of the law as his focus, Jesus turned conventional wisdom on its head.


Verse 24 of Matthew chapter 6 is Jesus teaching that no one can serve two masters of authority equally.  Is it the kingdom of God or the kingdom of wealth we are after?  Jesus was cautioning his listeners that wealth can become the focus of one's trust and love; it can become an idol and distract us from knowing and serving God.  The kingdom of God empowers us to put love first.  


In verse 25 Jesus continues and tells us not to worry about our life.  Worry and anxiety must not monopolize our energy or focus....it does no good.  Look at the birds of the air and the lilies of the field.  Jesus wants us to know the caring, loving, steadfast care of God's love.    As His disciples, living in His kingdom allows us to reflect His love and compassion, living in His freedom.  Worry about our own needs, leads us to seek security in possessions, power, or beauty.  These distractions can divert our attention from our neighbours who are in need.  Living in god's kingdom, trusting in God, helps us to put love first.

      The prophet Isaiah reminds us not to worry.  God will not forget this relationship he has with us.

 The Psalmist rejoices that God's presence helps us to calm our distractedness and to live in hope.


Have you ever noticed that when we pay attention to the things that God pays attention to, our lives are grounded?  The more confidence we get in trusting in God's love and care for us, the freer we become to put love first, to show our love and care and concern and compassion for others.  We are released to celebrate life and our place in it.  Putting love first....kingdom living!


We would do well to consider - what are the things that help us to get and remain centered on our relationship with God, and what are the things that move us out of that place, out of that kingdom, out of that relationship and that way of living.  Putting love first moves us to kingdom mentality and kingdom living.

God place you on your journey.

Amen
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