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Astounding Glory       Luke 9:28-36   (37-43)


Before we try to go anywhere with this exciting Scripture known as the Transfiguration passage, let's first make sure we really have a good picture of the scene.


It is Jesus and the 3 disciples who were often with him...Peter, James and John.    Jesus often went up to a mountain to pray and this time He takes them with Him.  As they prayed, Peter, James and John noticed that something was happening to Jesus.  His face changed and his clothes became dazzling white.  Then the disciples became aware that it was no longer just the 4 of them there, there were two others with them.  Obviously they had never known or seen pictures of Moses and Elijah, but somehow they knew these two men who were talking to Jesus.  Moses and Elijah were talking to Jesus about his ministry to come in Jerusalem and his departure, or his upcoming exodus.  And of course it is Peter who wants to do something, anything.  Everyone knows in wonderful, mind boggling moments you can't just stand there and drink it in,  you have to DO  SOMETHING!  So in a very confused, 'excited beyond belief ' state, Peter told Jesus that he and the other 2 disciples were going to build a shelter – one for each of the 3 men.   But that never happened.  As they were talking, a great cloud rolled along the mountaintop and all of them were covered by this huge cloud, obscuring their sight even from one another.  It was frightening.    And then a voice was heard, coming from the cloud.  And the voice said, “This is my Son, my chosen.  Listen to him!”  And then the cloud disappeared and the voice fell silent.  The disciples looked around, but only Jesus was there.  Moses and Elijah had vanished.  The disciples told no one what they had seen.

         This is a very mystical and not easily understood passage.  This is where it is helpful to have some Biblical knowledge, or at least access to scholarly resources, because if you have that, some dots will begin to connect and some pennies will drop.  Let's look for some patterns here -


-going to the mountain to pray is a familiar routine for Jesus and the disciples, so no need to be curious or confused here, we have seen it many times before, and will again

-Peter, James and John, no surprises there...they are the inside 3 of the 12

-Jesus, Moses, and Elijah...a Holy Trinity of sorts,,,, 3 powerful men of God who, like Jesus, had been called by God to lead His people in a new direction

The fact that it was Moses and Elijah on the mountaintop with Jesus is significant.  Moses, received from God and gave to the people of Israel, the Ten Commandments...the supreme law giver.  Elijah was considered to be the first and the greatest of all the prophets. These two saw in Jesus, all that history had hoped for and longed for, and looked forward to. That these two figures met with Jesus, was confirmation for Jesus that He was to continue, that He was on the path which God intended for Him.  He needed to be sure beyond a shadow of a doubt that he was doing what God wished him to do.  “Is this God's will for me?”    For Jesus, this meeting on the mountain, the Mount of Transfiguration, with Moses and Elijah, it was affirmation that He was on the right path.

-a voice from a cloud...the OT is full of references of God speaking from a cloud....God spoke to Moses from a cloud (as well as a bush), God came to the Tabernacle and spoke there from a cloud, a cloud filled the Temple after Solomon had built it, and it was the dream of the Jews that when the Messiah came, God would speak to them in a cloud.  The voice of God coming from a cloud would be something with which Peter, James, and John were familiar with, as well as Old Testament readers.   

-”This is my son, my Chosen”.     At his baptism we hear a voice from heaven say “You are my son, the Beloved.”  The parallel is striking here. 

-then the voice says, “listen to him”.  Do you remember the wedding at Cana...they run out of wine, Jesus tells the servants to fill the water jugs with water, his mother says, “Do what he says.”....”Listen to him”


And so the stage is set - contextualized by some elements that bring familiarity and consistency to the scene.  As much as there is familiar to us about this scene, it is for certain, a scene that is mysterious and perhaps confusing.   



The disciples had been shattered when Jesus had told them why he must go to Jerusalem.  They could not comprehend it.  They did not want to even entertain the possibility that he would have to go to the cross.  This miraculous scene on the mountain which they witnessed, was an indication to them that they were witnessing, and even a part of something that was far greater than what they could ever comprehend.  That He must die, this notion of rising from the dead....it was a huge chore to attempt to comprehend all of this.  And what were they to do?  How were they to respond?  What would their role be in all of this?


Jesus asked the question to himself throughout his life, “What does God want me to do?”   So often, those disciples, and we disciples ask, “What do I want to do?”, or “What do I want God to do for me?”  Here on the mountain top, we see once again, that Jesus had no will, but the will of God.  “Thy will be done.”


The behaviour and attitude and thinking of the disciples contrasts so starkly with that of Jesus.  Throughout His life, Jesus did not begin to resolve any problem or challenge by solving it by the power of his own thought and abilities.  He did not take it to others to ask for human advice.  He took it in prayer and solitude, to God.  There on the mountain, he received the direction for his life.  As was the case with both Moses and Elijah in their lives, Jesus had his most intimate experience of God on a mountain top.  Exodus tells us that when Moses came down from Mt. Sinai having received the 10 commandments, ths skin on his face shone.  On Mt. Horeb, Elijah found God not in the wind, not in the earthquake, but in the still small voice.  Mountaintop experiences


The Jews always believed that Elijah was to be the forerunner of the Messiah, and that when the Messiah came; he would be accompanied by Moses.  So here are Peter, James, and John, three men steeped in the Jewish faith, drinking in this absolutely mind blowing scene.  That Moses and Elijah were here with Jesus, was even more confirmation that Jesus was the Messiah!


There are many questions and causes for consideration in this powerful passage, but there are two areas which I want to focus on today.


Mountaintop experiences do not have to happen on a mountain...that is only an expression.  It can happen near a lake, at the side of a hospital bed, in the kitchen, while driving your car....anywhere at any time.  A mountain top experience is one in which you feel the closeness of God like never before.  It can be a moment of great clarity in which you know beyond a shadow of a doubt, that God is with you, or providing you with an answer to a question or dilemma in your life.  It can be a time of great exhilaration, an interior voice, or deep deep quiet and profound peace.  A mountaintop experience can come in many different ways.  However it comes or has come to you in the past, there is no mistaking it....you will know it!  So my questions for you today on this first topic of mountain top experiences are:  Have you had one?  If so, what was that like?  Have you had more than one?   Where?  When?  What were they like?  If you have not had a mountain top experience, are you sure you want one?


My second area of focus is this -  The will of God for you in your life.  What would you say about that?  How much of your day, do you consider God's will for your life?   How many of your decisions, would you say you make in consultation with God?  When it comes to spending your money, using your free time, engaged in the work place, enjoying time with family or friends....where is God in all of that?  Do you ever think of God at those times, in those places?  What would anyone who got to observe your words and thought and actions over the course of a week have to say about you and God?  How obvious would it be to a secret observer, that you love God and that you know that God loves you?


Peter, James and John left their boats and nets and all that was familiar to them, to follow Jesus.  Jesus went to the mountaintop so that God's will for his life might be made clear and confirmed.       

        What has any of this got to do with your life...or mine?

Amen
