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Make Ready   Luke 3:1-6


I was sharing with a friend this week who is reading Henri Nowen's book entitled “Can you Drink this Cup?” about how much I love  Nowen's book  the Return of the Prodigal.  What I found incredibly insightful from that work is that Nowen takes every main character in that beautiful Rembrandt painting  based on the Return of the Prodigal Son scripture, and considers them individually and their part in the Scripture story.
 Nowen examines the prodigal son, and then the older brother, and then the   father,  (expand)  he invites us to ask ourselves, what part of the prodigal lives in me?,  what part of the father lives in me?,  and finally, what part of the older brother lives in me?  It is quite a different question from, “With which character in the story do you most closely identify with?”  It is easy to say, “I am most like this character, or that character, or that one.”  It is more difficult I think to claim how there is a part of each character, within us.



If you have seen the show Godspell, you would be familiar with the song we sang last week...Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord...  when you see the show, John the Baptist, or John the Baptizer  as he is sometimes referred to comes down the center aisle of the theatre calling one and all to prepare.  Get ready!  Something very special is about to happen.


From the Scripture, we know that John has come to fulfill the words of the prophet Isaiah, and that he does.  But here is a pop quiz for you:

What is the name of John's father?  His mother?  His aunt?

How is John described in the Bible in terms of diet and wardrobe?

What would you say is his message to the world?  (Jesus is coming to turn the world upside down)


I want you to do today, what Henri Nowen's work did for me so long ago.  I want you to consider in your own life, how anything of John the Baptist lives in you.


It was the beginning of John's ministry.  It was the beginning of a new era for all who heard him, and then for all who read Luke's gospel.  We are standing at the beginning of Advent...it is early in this season.


How do you feel about new beginnings?  How do you really feel about change?  When we close one chapter and open another, it requires change.


John was the voice of one crying out in the wilderness.  And his cry was a call to Prepare.  John is a messenger, calling people to change


Who called you?   Who was a messenger in your life, calling you to prepare, to make some changes, to make some decisions in your life as to whether or not you would make a place of Christ?  -parent, friend, Sunday school teacher, youth leader...

     To who have you communicated that same message?  We speak to others in so many different ways...by our words, by our actions, by our silence, by our absence of action.  Sometimes this is intentional and deliberate.  Sometimes it is completely unconscious.


I want you to think about this today.  How are you or have you been or do you want to be more like John?  You may be able to identify this in your life, or perhaps others can help you to see how you have been John in their lives.


Whether it was John, the messenger, or those to whom he was taking the message, we need to acknowledge that no matter at what stage of Christian life one might be, there is always possibility for a deeper encounter with the Christ who longs to enter more deeply into our experience.  In some circles there is great talk about being a baby Christian, or a mature Christian, or one person who is further along their faith journey than another.  The fact of the matter is, that if you are Billy Graham or the Pope, or whatever spiritual authority you wish to name, there is always opportunity for a deeper encounter with Christ.  Each time we dive to a new depth, we experience greater satisfaction, more joy, more compassion, more peace, more love, more grace, more mercy than we knew before.  The deeper we go, the clearer it becomes that no stage is final. -a journey, not a destination.   Each new meeting becomes a new beginning, a new birthing, a renewing of our baptism into the kingdom of God.


I remember at a study group I lead long ago, one young man hung around to speak to me as others were leaving.  “I didn't know you were going to ask us to pray out loud”, he said.  “Even though all we had to say was Thank You Lord, I had never, ever prayed out loud before.  It made me nervous.  But I did it.  And I feel amazing.  Just by doing that little bit, somehow I feel closer to God.”  -change, big leaps, or baby steps...they open a door for a new encounter


It makes no difference where you are in your faith right at this very moment.  This is Advent.  And what matters is that, like John, you prepare the way, for Christ to be born.  What matters is that you clear away whatever you need to in your schedule, in your busyness, in your life, to prepare...to make room, for Christ to be born in a way that you have never before experienced.  Advent is not just a cute little theme in the church.  It has the potential to be a profound and poignant time in your life and in mine.  


What is there of John in you, that you can say what you need to say and do what you need to do so that others might be awakened to this incredible opportunity?  Who is going to be able to hear or see or receive your message that something that has forever changed the world, is about to be revisited even yet again?  Who's life is about to change because of John?  Who's life is about to change because of you?  Who's life is about to change because of Jesus Christ?
Amen        
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