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The Shepherd Moses    Advent II


I hope that some time this week you will take a moment and begin reading your Bible at the first chapter of Exodus.  Even if you read just the first few pages, which will take you through the first 9 or 10 chapters, you will get an appreciation for this shepherd Moses.  We first meet the baby Moses, floating down the river in a basket of woven papyrus.  Next thing we know he is growing up in the palace of a King.  Before long, we see him as a run away youth who falls into a career of herding sheep.  While a shepherd, we see him taking off his shoes and talking to a burning bush.  Again, for the 4th time, his life is about to take a dramatic turn.


Unlike philosophers, the shepherd Moses was not asking himself,  “Does God exist?'  More akin to theologians, this shepherd was asking himself, “What sort of God do we have?”


I think Advent is a good time for all of us to ponder that question,  “What sort of God do we have?”,  knowing all the while, that perhaps there is no definitive answer, allowing that for each one of us, from our own unique perspective, education, age, experience, the conclusion may also be unique for each of us, and knowing that  God is big enough for all of that!


When you consider this question, “What sort of God do we have?”, I want you to cut yourself some slack, I want you to offer yourself some grace.

I venture to offer that your answer to this question is different now, then it was when you were 20, and different again when you were 10.  If that is true, then it only stands to reason, that the person beside you, in front of you, and behind you, might all have a different response to this question.  And you know what?  That's OK.  God is big enough for all of that.  His grace is sufficient.  My answer to the question does not have to be the same as yours and vice versa.


Through history and including present times, there have been people who have thought of God as something or someone to be feared...a vengeful, angry God.  As a result, they spend their time trying either to hide from God, or to appease God.   There are others today who feel that if something goes wrong in their life, it is God getting them, payback time for some sin they have committed.


There were and are those who understand God to be transcendent, far off, and distant.  A God who is not concerned enough with his creation, to come close and interact with us.  God is just watching on, from a distance.  Hands off – unconcerned - unconnected


This God, who Moses meets in the desert on that hot dusty day, is a God who asks Moses to come close, a God who reveals and identifies himself.  Moses learns that this God wants to help his people and save them from their suffering at the hands of evil oppressors.  He is a God who recognizes gifts and talents in Moses and calls him into service.  At Moses' reluctance, God assures him that he will be with him and that he will equip Moses with everything he needs for the task.  This God wants Moses to lean on him, to trust him.


In the passage from Joshua, we learn that God is a God who gives rest to his people, a God who keeps his promises, a God who calls us to walk in his ways and keep his commandments. That is the sort of God we see there.  


In the Hebrews Scriptures, we learn that Moses lived not by what he saw, but by faith....believing without seeing.  Moses saw the kind of God he could trust and depend on.


The John reading reveals to us, the kind of God that offers sacrificial love.  This God has a plan for his people and for the promise of salvation through faith in the Son of God, Jesus Christ.


We bring all of this to this moment on the second Sunday in Advent, the Sunday of Peace.


I don't know all the details of your journey.  I may not know if you grew up having others in your life pray with and for you, teach you the stories of Jesus, take you to Sunday School, pray openly at home, have conversations in the home about God....  I may not know if you have had negative, hurtful experiences in the church, at the hands of God's people.  Perhaps you have left the church and have returned, or are just on the edge, seeking, wondering.


Whatever your story is, this is a good time to ask yourself, “What sort of God do we have?”  This is a good time to explore that question.  This is a good time to hear what others have to say to this...those who have gone before and those  with whom we share our lives.


We are lighting candles, decorating our homes, singing carols, thinking about gifts we want to give others, looking for just the right tree, putting up the nativity scene, drawing close to that Baby in a manger.  


If unlike Moses, your story does not start with your mother tucking you into a basket made out of woven reeds and sending you down the river, where does your story start, and where does it go from there?   Where are you now on that journey, and what kind of God are you traveling with?

Grace and peace to you

Amen     
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