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Luke 2: 41-52


This is a great passage we are looking at today, but I love  what is in the passages between last week's Scripture and today as well.  Last week, the passage was Mary's song.  What comes immediately following that in Luke is the birth of Jesus and the visit to the manger of the shepherds...the amazing nativity scene, in the stable, beneath the guiding star.  This is obviously a special child.


Then we have the wonderful scene in the temple with the righteous and devout old man named Simeon and the prophetess Anna.  Again, there is every reason because of their response to be reminded that this is a special child whose impact on the world will be like none other.


But then time skips quite a few beats.  In one sentence, verse 40, this special child is transformed from infancy to adolescence...now a 12 year old.  What happens in those 12 intervening years we have very little knowledge.


But her we have this story of a lost child! Have you ever lost your child for a period of time?  My wife is one of 5 children, and among the stories they tell of their childhood is the one where they stopped at a gas station while on a family vacation.  Heather's Dad inadvertently drove off without the second youngest – then 5 years old.  They did not get far before realizing they were missing one and returned immediately to the garage to find her waiting patiently there for them.  


We lost Eben when he was 4 or 5 in a shopping center in St. John's Newfoundland.  He was there with us one minute and out of sight the next.  We were frantic.  The longer the search went on, the more chaotic our emotions became.  We shot between fear and anger....”Oh, my gosh...where is my baby?    Wait until I get my hands on that little brat!  He won't sit down for a week”....and then the begging starts....that your child is safe and that you will see him soon and all this trauma will be over.  We found Eben having the time of his life on a little merry-go- round in the middle of the mall.   All this hysteria, and then add the language barrier to that scene!


A similar thing happened to Mary and Joseph.  They had just celebrated at the annual festival of the Passover in Jerusalem.  Huge numbers of people there.  Old friends, cousins, Jesus had had a ball connecting with them all.  But they are on their way home now; they have been walking for almost the full day when Mary and Joseph realize that their son is not with them.  They suspect that he is with the travelers up ahead, but he is nowhere to be found.   He was 12 years old, but they were small town people in the big city.  The crowds were enormous and the surroundings unfamiliar.  They wasted no time  returning to Jerusalem, desperately searching for their pride and joy.    Have you ever had a child go missing?  Have you ever gotten lost?  Can you imagine the anxiety that must have been part of his scene?  


3 days!  Can you imagine??   They had looked every where without even a trace.  No one they had asked had seen him.  But finally there he was ...the last place they looked...in the temple sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. The teachers recognized, in this young boy great qualities...that there was something special about him.

Mary and Joseph scolded him for worrying them so much.  Jesus responded by saying that they should have known where he would have been...”Where else but in my father's house?”  But no, they did not understand, so they dragged him home to Nazareth with them.


It is important for us to understand how much a part of the Jewish faith Jesus was.  He had been steeped in the culture...it was part of the fabric of his very being. Jesus had been formed within the faith and tradition of Judaism.


It is also important to note that this is the first time that we hear Jesus speaking out for himself.  Up to this point it has been angels, and Mary, Elizabeth, shepherds, Simeon and Anna who have been speaking on his behalf.  Now he is speaking for himself.


He speaks with 2 groups of adults – the elders and teachers of the temple, and his parents.  He listens to them.  He asks questions of them.  He responds obediently.  The teachers in the temple are astonished with Jesus.  They recognize that he bears watching...there is something special about this boy.  Mary 'treasures' these things in her heart, just as she had ‘treasured’ the words of the shepherds in the stable.  


Verse 52 tells us that Jesus grew in wisdom and in favour.  The invitation and opportunity is there for each of us to do the same.  The entire Christian journey is a journey of signs, and wonders, growth in grace, knowledge, and faith.


We see this reflected in the life of Jesus himself...growing, wondering, curious, seeking, listening, learning, questioning…From the depth of his own tradition in Judaism, he became the person that God called him to be.


The invitation and the opportunity for each one of us is also there.  From the context that is our own lives, our own history, our own journey, it is for us to become the person that God is calling us to be.


May the example of his own son, and the gift of the Holy Spirit guide us on our way.

Amen  
