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As I have shared with you on previous occasions, I love the Nativity story and all the characters that go with it.  As a child I used to love to set our plastic, partially broken and always precarious nativity set up, and then throughout Advent, I would re-arrange the pieces.  The nativity scene continues to be a powerful one for me even today.  We have a number of nativity sets at home, and I have brought one of my favorite here today.  It was made, by the father of a friend of mine.


There are so many poignant moments surrounding these passages.   Sometimes we forget that the nativity scene is the culmination of the journey by many people, from many walks of life, from many parts of the world.... to find God.  Each from a unique perspective is on a journey, a spiritual quest, a search for God.  Let's have a look at some of the various characters in this iconic story.


Shortly after Mary learns that she is pregnant, she rushes off to the hill country to the home of Elizabeth her cousin, to share her exciting, bewildering news with her.  When Elizabeth responds, the Bible says, 'the child leapt within'.


Then there is the striking artwork we see around Mary's journey to Bethlehem...often depicted in silhouette, Mary on the back of a donkey, draped in a cloak, Joseph leading the animal, their figures outlined against the night sky.    Have you ever imagined what might have been going on within Mary during that journey?  Was she filled with excitement, or fear, or expectation?  She must have had lots of questions.  Perhaps she was exhausted as women can be from broken sleep during those last few weeks.


And what about Joseph?  He must have been confused don't you think?  He wanted to be willing to be faithful in his commitment to Mary, but perhaps struggling to believe those things he could not understand.


This Advent our focus was on the shepherds.  Their role and response I fear has been simplified over time.  It seems that they simply heard the angels' message and responded.....there must have been more to it than that!

     The wise men offer yet another image.....flowing robes reflecting their wealth and status, beards suggesting great wisdom, ...travelling from far away, their knowledge of the sky and the stars being their informer and guide.  For them it was an intellectual journey, seeking to understand the signs in the heavens.


They seem to be missing from Biblical text, but there is suggestion from other sources that there were midwives in attendance as was the custom in those days.  What an important role they served.  They helped to bring light and love to birth.  Their journey was one of compassionate care.  They found God by tending to human need with love. 


This is where you come in:

I am going to ask a series of questions.  I just want you to relax.  Don't answer out loud, simply consider your response....your response is just for you, no one else...so be as honest as you dare to.

I want you to think of your own journey this year....your spiritual journey, your journey to find God:

1. Is it easy to identify with any of the characters in the Nativity story?

2. Are there some burning, or haunting, or relentless questions that you have been living with?

3. What impact does exhaustion or pain have on your faith?

4. Expectancy was the theme of Mary's journey.  Is there something that you have looked forward to with expectancy?

5. Have you ever been tempted to give up the struggle?

6. If you ever experience doubt, what is that about?

7. Have you felt far away from God?

8. What moments on the journey have, for you been filled with wonder and awe?

9. Who has nurtured you and cared for you on your journey
10. Have you supported and encouraged someone else on theirs?

I want you to simply meditate on the image of the nativity scene, the various characters, their thoughts and feelings and what might have been going on within them on their journey.  If you have a nativity set in your home, find some time to sit quietly, to gaze upon the figures, and simply wonder....simply wonder.

Amen 
