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Have you ever heard someone say, “He's a real man of God.”?  The images that come to mind perhaps, are of some popular evangelist with a huge following, or some devout Christian who's life is wholly, explicitly, entirely devoted to God.


Last week we talked about the shepherd David, the scrawniest, younger brother from Jesse's family.  We talked about the notion of things counter-intuitive...against common sense, not what we would expect.  This young, undervalued kid David, chosen to be a King, chosen to fight a Giant, chosen to be the most famous King of all times????


Today the spotlight is an equally surprising shepherd ....Amos...a humble man, called to be a prophet of the Lord.  Amos was, what we would call,  a man of God, a person whose life was devoted to serving the Lord.  His life style reflected this devotion, but he was not a scholar, not a professional clergy.  He was a common man who spent his time herding sheep and tending sycamore-fig trees in the Judean countryside.  Amos was not the son of a prophet, nor the son of a priest.  He was a simple man, of simple means, from a simple background.  He would have been content to stay where he was, tending his sheep, providing for his family, and worshiping God.  But God gave Amos a vision of the future and told him to take his message to Israel, the northern kingdom.  So Amos obeyed.  He was a man of God, serving God, being obedient to God.  The word Amos means burden bearer.  He carried the heavy burden of God's message to Israel.  God's message that Amos was to take to his people was a scolding message.    


Have you been scolded lately?  Perhaps you can remember being scolded as a child?  Even today, sometimes when we get scolded, we can feel very childlike....ashamed, perhaps angry or resentful....sometimes we shut down, sometimes we lash out.  It is never pleasant to be scolded, whether we deserve it or not.


As Amos took God's scolding words to the nations, telling them how they had sinned against God by ignoring His ways, the people felt terrible that God's judgment was upon them.  Yet the Israelites, when they found out about all the other nations being condemned by God through the message of Amos, they cheered....”Serves them right!” they cried.  Even Judah, Amos' own homeland was chastised.  Then, much to their surprise, Amos turned to the Israelites and pronounced God's judgment on the Israelites.  Four chapters of the Book of Amos are spent describing their sins.  


Even Amaziah, the priest, intervenes.  He tries to stop Amos from preaching this scathing message.  But Amos is fearless in God's word, and continues to relate the visions of  future judgment which God gave to him to share with all those who had gone off the track.  So many of God's people were living beneath a pious veneer of religion!  On the outside they looked good, but they were worshiping idols, they were oppressing and ignoring the poor, they were not living the lives that God created them to be.  Amos held nothing back!


But after all the bad news, after all of God's people were forced to take a good hard look at their lives and acknowledge their wayward ways, the book concludes with a message of hope.  Eventually, God will invoke the plan he has to restore his people and make them great again.  Does all this seem utterly remote and irrelevant to you?


I wonder how far removed we feel we are from the people of Moab, and Edom, and Judah, and Israel.  Do we ever grow complacent?  Are God's concerns always at the top of our priority list?  If we look at how we spend the majority of our time, the majority of our money, the majority of our thinking....is it on the things of God?  What are we doing to feed the poor, care for the sick and imprisoned, what are we doing for those who are alone and lonely?  


Are we committing sins of commission or sins of omission?  Is it a case of intentionally, deliberately oppressing the poor, being violent against others, being racist and sexist and ageist – or is it just that we are not doing anything to stop it?


If any one of us were to make a list of everything we did and thought from the time we got up yesterday until we went to bed last night, how would a stranger reading that list, know that we are a child of God, that we are a man or woman of God?.......or that we even give a hoot about God and the way and will of God?


Remember Amos....not a man of great means, or education, out there, all by himself, tending his sheep.  He heard God's call upon his life and he chose not to ignore it or brush it aside.  He chose to answer it.  He chose to be pro-active.  And courageously, he went out there and he called others, even the 'so called' religious people, to examine their lives and determine how they needed to change....how they needed to repent and turn from those things that were not holy and pleasing to God.

          In a big or small way, do you think that God might ever call you?  Do you think God might ever give you a vision or how your life should be, or the lives of those with whom you live or work, or worship?  Have you ever thought how you might respond to God's call upon your life?  


God's grace and peace to you      Amen
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