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There does come a time in all our lives I think when we think we have heard it all.  There is nothing that can surprise us.  And if we just narrow it down to the realm of Families....there are still things that go on within the dynamics of Families that just make my head spin.


I remember two brothers I met when we lived in Nova Scotia.  They were from Cape Breton.  One day Lloyd told his brother Lloyd II that he had to go out of town for a bit, and if his wife gave birth while he was away, his brother was to name the child for him. Lloyd II thought that was a fine idea and off Lloyd went on his business trip. Sure enough, he wasn't gone a week when his wife gave birth.  And not only did she have a beautiful little girl but a boy also.  So a day or two later, Lloyd II called his brother Lloyd to tell him the good news.  Lloyd was elated.  “Well what did you call my little girl?”, he asked.  Lloyd II responded, “I called her Denise”.  “Beautiful! beautiful, well done brother; and how about the little boy?”  Lloyd II responded, “I called him De nephew.”


Oh the joy of families.  Families can be the source of much joy and support and hilarity, love and good will.....but also the source of much conflict and sorrow, despair and hardship.  A wonderful friend of mine in Nova Scotia used to say to me, “Shaun, you never know what goes on behind closed doors.”  How true that is!  Something may look all sunshine and roses from the outside, but behind closed doors, it could be chaos and misery.


I just learned yesterday that this couple who I assumed 'had it all', including a happy marriage, are about to go their separate ways, ending years of being in a loveless marriage.  You never know.


Lately we have been learning about Jacob and the ups and downs of his family.  Jacob had raised his family to be men and women who loved God and they strove to live according to godly principles.  So it comes as some surprise when we learn that his brothers have sold their youngest sibling into slavery, taken from his homeland and treated harshly?  In fact, Genesis 37 tells us that his older brothers hated him and could not speak peaceably to him. 


Joseph had much for which to be hurt and angry and vengeful.

     When he first arrives in Egypt, Joseph served in Potiphar's home.  Potiphar was a high ranking official in the government.  After a false accusation from Potiphar's wife, Joseph was thrown in prison.  There he became well known for interpreting dreams and he even interprets Pharaoh's dream regarding an upcoming famine in the land.  Joseph is then placed in charge of preparations for surviving  this upcoming disaster, and rises to the rank of governor.


The famine comes.  Seeking to buy grain, 10 of Jacob's sons, Joseph's brothers, go to Egypt.  They plead their case, their need for food to the governor...not knowing it was their brother.  Joseph recognizes them instantly, and in response to what they had done to him, he decides to trick them.   

But it is not long before Joseph decides it is time to reveal his identity to his brothers.  The brothers are shocked.  They had never considered that Joseph would even still be alive, let alone a man of power and influence.  They remember their terrible treatment of him, and they are afraid.  But Joseph invites them to come closer, and he greets them with a kiss and he embraces his brother Benjamin.  It is clear to his brothers that Joseph wants to forgive them.  It is a powerful moment of reconciliation.


Joseph emphasizes that his survival has been part of God's plan.  Joseph tells his brothers that he is alive and well today because of God's saving love.  Joseph proclaims that he was part of God's plan all along, but never realized it.  “God's purposes”, he says, “had been at work in spite what his brothers had tried to do.”  In fact, Joseph tries to tell his brothers that from their actions, seeking his death, came life!  God was at work.  


There is a great Biblical truth here.  In Joseph's self disclosure, we are at the center of a great faith affirmation.  Neither freedom of the creature, nor the grace and sovereignty of God is cancelled.  God uses all of human action but is not limited by human choice. 


Joseph gives generously to his brothers.  He has much to give.  He gives them his forgiveness.  He restores their relationship with them and with his father.  He provides for all their needs.  The echo is not missed here, that the real provider is as Walter Brueggemen says, The Hidden One.  Joseph and his family are bound to the providential giver of life.


As the story continues we see how Jacob and his sons continue the journey of reconciliation.  Jacob and his clan are reunited with Joseph and their family flourishes in Egypt.


This is a story of God's power to forgive, and to restore community.

No one is going to argue that living in harmony as a family or community is not challenging.  Yet by God's grace, we can find ways to speak, listen, and journey forward together.


I want you to think for a moment about a family dynamic about which you are aware, that needs a touch of God's grace...where forgiveness, and healing and reconciliation are in order.  Perhaps you think it is a circumstance where you believe there is no hope of  reconciliation.  Perhaps you do not have to look very far.


I know of so many painful, broken relationships where it would seem that hope cannot be found, where healing does  not seem  possible, where reconciliation is nothing more than a faint hope.   Most times when I get pessimistic about such things, I catch myself and remember, that in God, all things are possible.  There is story after story.   Joseph's story is a great one, but there are so many others and many of them recent and even ongoing right now....God's power to work through his people, even in spite of them.....to forgive, to heal, to bless, and to renew. 


We are so limited in what we can do on our own.  We are so limited in our vision of what God can do, how God can heal, how God can restore community and relationships.


We consider ourselves to be people of faith.  Are we willing to trust in that faith?  Are we willing to step out in that faith?  Are we willing to reach out to others with that faith?

Grace and peace to you.

Amen 
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