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My guess is that when you hear the name Mary Magdalene, many of you think of a sinful woman, a loose woman.  Her last name probably is derived from the Galilean town of Magdalene.  Sometimes she is thought to be the Mary who put expensive perfume on Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair, but John says that Mary the sister of Martha and Lazarus was the one who did that.   What we do know is that she was a woman who had been possessed by evil spirits, 7 of them in fact.  But Jesus cured her by casting out the spirits, and she went on to become part of his ministry team with other women and the disciples.     Mary is with Jesus during his ministry.  She is the first one to the tomb.  And in the end, she stands at the foot of the cross, mourning the loss. 


So as the scene opens on today's passage, it is that Mary who is the central figure.  The setting for this morning's celebration is, strangely enough, a cemetery!  Mary Magdalene is there alone at the tomb.  In the first 11 verses of John, the word 'tomb' occurs 9 times.   Has it ever occurred to you before, that the opening scene on Easter morning is a place of death?  


Mary has gone into the cemetery and has made her way to the tomb where Jesus  had been buried.  As she arrives at the grave site, she sees that the stone, commonly used to close graves off, had been rolled away.  She believes that grave robbers have stolen Jesus' body.   Immediately she rushes off to tell Peter and the others.   Peter and the others come in horror.  They see the linens which had been used to wrap his body there.  They are so confused.  Not knowing what to do, they head home in shock and disbelief.  But Mary Magdalene stays on.  


She weeps and mourns her loss. Overcome.  She looks into the empty tomb and to her amazement she sees two angels in there.  She tells them why she is weeping and then she hears the voice of someone else.  Mary assumes it is the gardener standing outside the tomb.  He asks her the same question the two angels had just asked, “Woman, why are you weeping?”  She tells him why she is so upset, and then asks him to show her where he has laid her if he even knows.  He speaks her name.


  And Mary knows in an instant that this is not the gardener.  She and Jesus have a brief exchange, and Mary, now realizing what has happened, rushes off to tell the others, “I have seen the Lord”.


It is Mary who is the first to announce the resurrection....to the disciples and to the world.  Mary is the messenger of the resurrection.  Mary had found her calling....to announce to the world, the Risen Lord.  


The story begins in death.  The setting is a cemetery.  It ends in witness to the resurrection to new life!


Have you been to a cemetery lately?  Have you been to a grave, or a tomb?  Sometimes we go there in a literal sense, but sometimes a 'tomb' can be a place, or a circumstance, or even a relationship where we expect only deadness.  I think that life is different, and I think that these 'tomb-like' encounters are very different, when our approach is distinctly Christian.  I think that as a Christian, we do not expect death, even if we are told that is what is to be expected.  Instead we expect the possibility that God has been there and that somehow, God is still there.  I think that as Christians, in sometimes what seem like impossible situations, we can see that there has been a rolling away of stones, even small stones.  As Christians, I believe that God gives us the ability to see possibilities of life in what others have seen as dead.    In churches, in committees, in marriages, in friendships, in causes, Christians have a profound example to follow, and an inherent ability to see possibilities of life that are longing to be discovered, renewed, rejeuvenated -longing to be held and nurtured and reborn.


What is going on in the context of your life?  Where is the hurt?  Where is the heaviness?  What is it that some might say, is dead?


As a Christian, are   you willing to make an approach in the early morning, or in the dark of night?  As a Christian, are you willing to look deeply and thoroughly to do everything within your power to see if you can find any evidence that God is already there?  Are there any stones, or huge boulders, or even little pebbles that have been rolled away?  If anyone can bring life to those places, it is God, through you.  Where do you need to go?  What do yo need to be looking for?  How can you bring new life so something wonderful might be born?


This is the day of Resurrection!  Happy Easter!

Amen  
