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Acts 9:36-43


If we were playing Bible jeopardy today and I asked you to name those in the Bible who had been resurrected, who would you say?  (Jesus, Lazarus, little girl, Tabitha/Dorcas)


Most of us would not know about Tabitha/Dorcas but I am not sure why that is.  I am also not sure of how much we know about Peter's ministry after Christ had risen and ascended.  But here he is, going from town to town preaching and healing and drawing others to this exciting movement called The Way. Peter is carrying on in the tradition of Christ.   Resurrection power continues!  As we study the early days of Christianity, more and more miraculous stories can be found. 


When we hear these two stories today about Peter, that he is healing the paralytic, and raising the woman from the dead, we cannot help but think of the ministry of Jesus himself.    Whether it was from Jesus during his own lifetime or God's power through Peter, or one of the other disciples, or something miraculous that happens today new life as the result of resurrection power is real.


As today's passage begins, Peter has arrived in this new town, Lydda.  The Bible says Peter came down to the 'saints' living there.  (We would be safe simply to think of the saints as believers....as in - you are the saints of Trinity!)


   One of the believers of Lydda was a man named Aeneas who had been bedridden for 8 years because of paralysis.  In the name of Jesus Christ, Peter brought healing to this man.  He got up and walked.  Everyone who learned of this miraculous healing, turned their lives over to God....they entered into this new relationship with the living Christ....they made, as we spoke of last week, a profession of faith.


When Peter got to this harbor city named Joppa (which you might remember from the story of Jonah), he learned about a devoted woman named Tabitha also known as Dorcas. She is in fact, referred to as a disciple- a rarity in terms of women's titles.   She was widely respected as a very kind woman, generous in hospitality and acts of charity.    She serves among the widows of the community, a sector of society largely overlooked, doing acts of service for them.  Tabitha was also known as a marvelous weaver and maker of beautiful clothing.    But Tabitha dies suddenly.   People who loved Tabitha had heard of Peter and how he was teaching and performing miracles of healing in Christ's name.   They sent others to go and find him that he might come and pray for Tabitha.   She had been washed, and dressed for burial and was lying in an upstairs room when Peter arrived.  Peter asked all who had gathered to mourn, to wait outside.  When he was alone with Tabitha, he knelt down and prayed.  He commanded Tabitha to get up.  She opened her eyes and sat up.  He then called the others to come and see.  As soon as people heard of this miracle, their hearts were changed, and they came to believe.   Many others, who heard of this miracle, also became believers in the power of Christ.


So what can we learn from this story of Tabitha?

1. Tabitha was referred to as a disciple!  She was highly regarded by members of The Way, those who loved Jesus and continued on  in ministry in His name.  Tabitha ministered to the outcasts of society – widows.  In her death, as in her life, Tabitha wove not only clothes, but she wove members of her community together in a community of love and faith and compassion for one another.

2. The community of Christ's followers was continuing to grow in numbers and spread geographically throughout the land.

3. Peter was on fire in the ministry.  He was traveling, teaching, healing, and in the process growing the number of followers, and deepening the faith of all who believed that Jesus was The Way.  This is typical of what we have known of Peter, and a relief from what we saw of him during Christ's arrest.

So what does any of this have to do with us?


For the past number of weeks, I have encouraged you to reflect upon your own spiritual journey and your current spiritual life.  I have always asked you to consider the context of your life, what is going on with you at work, at home, in private, and how can you see the hand of God in any of that.  In this church we talk about faith and prayer and doubt and diverse theological positions, co-existing in community.  Some of us by nature are pessimistic, others optimistic and others some where in between.


But let me pose this to you.  It seems to me that in Joppa and the surrounding area, even in the midst of persecution and fear, there were some exciting things happening in the early Christian church.  People are learning about the love of Christ.  People are taking care of one another.  People are being healed.  Doubters and naysayers are coming to faith.  It sounds to me like a pretty vibrant, passionate, exciting time in the life of God's people.   


Can you see any parallels between this early church developing throughout the Book of Acts and present day Kanata, present day Trinity?     From what you hear of this portion of the story of Peter's ministry, Tabitha's ministry, the community of faith, is that us here at Trinity?


Listen to this- a Christian fellowship in which there are no signs of new life, no indications that people are rising above the dead level of their old selves, no signs that they are conquering the fears and anxieties that threaten the smooth operation of their physical organism, no signs of people taking care of others, no signs of sacrificial love or compassion, or generosity in that fellowship there is something very wrong.  What do you think of that scene?  Is that us?


Christ calls us to be part of this movement that they called The Way.  It was comprised of disciples, and leaders.  It was made up of people who had a heart to serve, and people who had a heart to teach, or heal, or show compassion.  In 2010, in Kanata, what does any of that look like?  Have you seen any examples of that?  Have you been on the giving or the receiving end of any of that?  Are there any signs of new life here?


When Tabitha passed away, the community gathered together to grieve, to support one another in the pain of their loss, and to take care of her body. Tabitha had taken care of others less fortunate.  She had used her gifts of compassion and weaving and sewing to show kindness and love for widows, those outcasts of society.   When she died, there was a huge outpouring of love. 



Earlier on in this sermon I called you a saint.   Would the term disciple also apply to you as it did to Tabitha?  How are you able to live out this calling?  How are you finding ways to follow the example of Christ in your own life?  And in the process, how are you contributing to the vibrancy and vitality, and resurrection power of the ministry of this congregation?  Are you a conduit for new life here?

God's grace and peace to you as you consider your discipleship.

Amen 
